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Virgin Birth of Christ

Perpetual Virginity

The Catholic Dogma which

teaches that Mary was a
virgin before,
during and after

the the conception and birth

of her Divine Son.
All Christian’s believe

Mary was a virgin
before Jesus’ birth.
Many accept the Mary
remained a virgin
during Jesus’ birth.
Few believe Mary was
ever-virgin.
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Mother of God,

& Spouse of the Holy Spirit,
¥ . Mother of the Church,

i Leader in the battle against

¥ evil.

_ God preserved Mary from
§ all sin to enable her to
fulfill these roles pertectly
E s;‘ ~ and to give her maximum
Y4  power against Satan.
| Thus she was
8 iImmaculately conceived.
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Mary was to have perfect
spiritual intactness.
God wanted Mary’s body
to reflect this intactness.
That 1s why God chose to
miraculously preserve her
virginity when she gave

_______ birth to Jesus.

' He also kept her body from
corruption after death
(the Assumption).
Mary’s body mirrored her
spiritual condition.

' Mary was fully graced and
% not subject to death and

decay
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H‘ CALTHAD LR -1,;4 + " The virginity of our Blessed
1." =

Iy s ." s 5
QLQ{GY o Lady was defined under

L)

D _'"'_,-_-,- ! '-54 anathema 1in the third canon of
- the Lateran Council held 1n the
time of Pope Martin I,
A.D. 649.
MU The Nicene-Constantinopolitan
|,-l- Creed, as recited 1n the Mass,
s expresses belief in Christ
LA SR L g e RSy “INCarnate by the Holy Spirit
"ﬁ*‘#;ﬂ ﬂ'.‘ Al e wu g of the Virgin Mary"’;
B IR OGTATE Dl Zn ik 1 i The Apostles’ Creed professes

:I;I'. .ﬁ AT I ; .
Gk i 00 A u'a *nE'-{ C8 AN ﬂ“ i 'it“' that Jesus Christ

r'ﬁﬁ”ﬁ;‘ ﬁ 1:1.1-. {i“"*F{{% IHHGER JR  "\yas conceived by the Holy

‘ﬁﬁmﬁr‘:{'ﬂ}:ﬂ’ Spirit, born of the Virgin
e M ar.yl ' ;

the older form of the same

creed uses the expression:

..... nCll:S aﬁ Cre ] "bOm Of the HOIy GhOSt and
J CQ}I g a q\d‘s of the Virgin Mary"'.

‘=!| : =:_:-.~. : "-"-.,
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as was that of Adam,
ipplied by Mary.
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Since otherwise Christ
Mary just as Eve canh
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T -
professions show:»
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a myi = ill WhG >

the Infant Jesus, !
not by any humanse

attribug
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These professions showt;

& That the supernatural influence of the

Holy Spirit extended to the birth of
Jesus Christ,
not merely preserving Mary's
integrity,

but also causing Christ’s birth or

external generation to reflect his
eternal birth from the Father in
this,

— that "the Light from Light" proceeded
from his mother's womb as a light
shed on the world;

— that the "power of the Most High"
passed through the barriers of nature
without injuring them:;

— that "the body of the Word" formed by

the Holy Spirit penetrated another
body after the manner of spirits.
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Church Fathers

The perpetual virginity of our Blessed Lady was taught and
proposed to our belief not merely by the councils and
creeds, but also by the early Fathers.
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The words of the prophet Isaiah 7:14
are understood in this sense by

(III, 21; see Eusebius, H.E., V, viii),

(Adv. Cels., I, 35),

(Adv. Marcion., 111, 13; Adv. Judzos, 1X),
(Dial. con. Tryph., 84),

(Hom. v in Matth., n. 3; in Isa., VII, n. 5);

St Eplphanlus : (Heer., xxviii, n. 7),
¥ Eusebius I8 (Demonstrat. ev., VIIL, 1),
# Rufinus ! (Lib. fid., 43),
175ty Basil £/ .4 (in Isa., vii, 14; Hom. in S. Generat. Christi,
‘ 05 n. 4, i1f St. Basil be the author of these two
passages),
Jerome |
..a Theod otus (in Isa., vii, 14),
gl sadeg (Adv. Jud=os, I, x, n. 3),

(De perpetua virginit. s. Marie, 1ii1).
(devotes his entire treatise against Helvidius
to the perpetual virginity of Our Blessed
Lady (see especially nos. 4, 13, 18).
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The contrary doctrine 1s called:

"madness and blasphemy"
— by Gennadius (De dogm. eccl., Ixix),
"madness"
— by Origen (in Luc., h, vii),
“sacrilege"
— by St. Ambrose (De instit. virg., V, xxxv),
"impiety and smacking of atheism"'
— by Philostorgius (VI, 2),
"perfidy"
— by St. Bede (hom. v, and xxii),

"full of blasphemies"
— by the author of Pradestin. (i, 84),

"perfidy of the Jews"
— by Pope Siricius (ep. ix, 3),
"heresy"
— by St. Augustine (De Heer. h., Ivi).
St. Epiphanius probably excels all others in
his invectives against the opponents of Our
Lady’s virginity
— (Heer., Ixxvii, 1, 11, 23).
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FERIATANAE - Tl TAATABC.
IO gy TS | I
oy daal | Discourses Against
SE the Arians
explicitly calls Mary
i Ever-Virgin.
-' nin} He mentions this title

A 98 -@=-) as something
' ¥ or e r' .t\ 17 ¥ | Christians take for
L | W granted.

o ";"';"I- ':!-# 1
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In the 4 century
Helvidius questioned
Mary’s perpetual
virginity in outrage
St. Jerome wrote a
scathing defense
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:_* entitle
The Perpetual
Virginity of the

Blessed Virgin Mary
Against Helvidius,
it condemned his
teaching as novel and
heretical.
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= Augustine
calls Mary,
“a Virgin
!_ conceiving,
6 a Vn:gm
A bearing,
ok a Virgin
pregnant,
a Virgin
bringing forth,
a Virgin

perpetual”



https://ecolebooks.com

Downl oad nore resources |ike this on ECOLEBOOKS. CO

There can be no doubt as
to the Church's teaching
and as to the existence of
an early Christian
tradition maintaining the
perpetual virginity of our
~ = |Blessed Lady and
dnhsequently the virgin
b1:rth of Jesus Christ.

The mystery of the

; al conception 1s R N s
o What does
fote taught by the & God's \-‘L-'ordi
_t,hn‘d Gospel and - RN

Ny
confirmed by the first.

tell us here?

- o an, o
%, ; ol & Yol
1 N Malizao®
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Accordmg to St. Luke (1:34-35 =
"Mary said to the angel: How shallkthis besior , | =
know not man? And the ange er , Sal R Fhe—
ly Spirit shall come upon thee, and the powet =
High shall overshadow: . And the refore

chshall be born of theegba” be ¢
— : God." >
‘man 1S excluded in the co

5 ‘_?flfhe 1ntefem§ “OLT
of Our Blessed Lord. =

Accord t.\Matthew, St. Josep.
| ed by the pregnancy of M
’ s told by the angel:

'/ *Fear ngt thee Mary thy wife, for that \ﬁrﬁ ichis
conce“l v is of the Holy Spirit* (1: 20f
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cripture Often Used to Dlsprove [t can indicate sibling, relative,
friend, or associate

al Virginity Acts 21:7
Fellow Christians are called brothers
r/ The word | Acts 22:1
»kb rother is Jewish leade(r}snaie4 :clajled brothers.
used In Lot the nephew of Abraham 1is called
his brother

many ; . .
dyferent To determine the exact

relationship of Jesus’
brothers other scripture
passages must be

examined.
Matthew 27:56 & Mark 15:40
Tell us that two of these brothers
James and Joseph are sons of

another Mary, not the mother of
James th Jesus

/ firs is ! Jn 19:25
f J Identifies this Mary as the wife of
Clopas.

ways.

"
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Scripture Often Used to Disprove
Mary’s Perpetual Virginity

o6
I they had

i /1

: \' “as 4...,h' |
ot By 1

The word ‘til does not | e, '4'11 ‘ b‘!f(‘i'iflfoﬁf*‘

'
~

h'ii‘.'m

1 Cor 15.25
Christ must reign ‘til he has put all his enemies under his feet
does not imply Christ will not reign forever.



https://ecolebooks.com

Downl oad nore resources |ike this on ECOLEBOOKS. CO

Scripture Often Used to Disprove
Mary’s Perpetual Virginity

, Matthew 1:24-25
it 1 olv theit W - :

born?
r1V1lege or

' e = ey llwrg
| ,J\u ool - ‘\?hl.

Ps & 1d huis first 'hoO O] d
it xf was
1S €12 t Rr}l

Col 1:15 calls Jesus the ﬁrstborn of all creation

Firstborn child and only son are not mutually exclusive
Ex 34:20
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Scripture Used to Prove Mary’s Perlietual
Virgini .

The ever cz;lled
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Scripture Used to Prove Mary’s Peréetual
Virgini :

b4
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i5s /[ __Witnesses.of the Annuneiation,
- the anggl and the Blessed Virgin.
Later on the angelinformed St. Joseph concerning =
! IR 'J

-~ 'S

j We'doﬁiot though
- "filled wi

Some™  earned the fuflli‘:ii:‘ruth 5 &gmay
fided th (:14];1 | to her

SUppose thatﬂ e sec
friend and he quse, thus completing the partial

velation received by both.

.
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H%" a"’ Between these data
( - TPy _ / LG8 and the story of the
' il / "“ Evangelists there is
= lmL l ‘ Al L | a gap which cannot
i’u gr- H‘;_“t ' be filled from any
'# NI cxpress clue
S ¥ furnished by either
Scripture or
tradition.

1%
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If we compare the
narrative of the first
Evangelist with
that of the third, we
find that St.
Matthew may have
drawn his

information from
the knowledge of

St. Joseph
independently of
any information

furnished by Mary.



https://ecolebooks.com

Downl oad nore resources |ike this on ECOLEBOOKS. COv

=2 3 | : The first Gospel merely
” = | f states (1:18):

"When as his mother
Mary was espoused to
Joseph, before they came
together, she was found
with child, of the Holy
Spirit.™
St. Joseph could supply
these facts either from
personal knowledge or
from the words of the
angel:

“"That which Is concelved
In her, is of the Holy
Spirit."
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Mary Ever-Virgin
Protestant Reformers

Luther: “It 1s an article of faith that Mary 1s Mother of the Lord
and still a virgin...Christ we believe came forth from a womb
perfectly intact.”

Zwingli: “I firmly believe that Mary, according to the words of the
gospel, as a pure-Virginsbrought forth for us the Son of God
and 1n childbirth"and after childbirth forever rémained a pure,
intact Virgin.”

Calvin: “There have becn certain folk who have wished to suggest
trom this passagef(Mt 1:25) that the Virgin Mary had other
children than the Somof God, and thatJoseph had then dwelt
with her later; but what folly this!™

All agreed that the typology of Mary astArk of the
Covenant.and God’s-insistence thatthe Ark'be
without stain or defect would apply éven more to
Mary 'who carried the Living Word of God
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