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FACTORSFORTHERISEOFGHANAEMP
IRE.

Theempireexpandedduetoanumberoffactorswhichwerepolitical,social,economicaswellas
geographical.

i. Theempirewaslocatedinthefertilesavannabeltwhichhadcooltemperaturessuitablefor
thesettlementofthepeople.
ii. Thefertilesoilsofthesavannabeltfavoredthegrowingofcropswhichenabledtheproduction
offoodtofeedthepopulation.
ii. TheempirewaslocatedbetweenR.NigerandR.Senegalwhichgaveanaturaldefensivebarrier
againstexternalattacksfromneighbours.
iv.ThespreadoflslaminWestAfricafacilitatedthegrowthofGhanabecauselslamunitedthe
peopletodeveloptheirempire.
v.Theempirehadanefficientsystemofgovernmentforadministrationwhichwascentralised
withthekingasthetopmostleaderassistedbycabinetministers. Thismadeadministration
easyandcontributedtotheriseoftheempire.
vi.TheempirehadcapableleadersfromtheSoninkedynastywhoalsocontributedtothegrowth
oftheempire.
vii. TheempirehadcapableleadersfromtheSoninkedynastywhoalsocontributedtothegrowth
oftheempire.
viii. Theempirehadastrongarmywhichwasdividedintotwoi.e.theinfantry(footsoldiers)and

theCalvary(horsemen)whichwasequippedwithstrongweaponsandthismadeitableto
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maintainpeaceandsecurityintheempire,itwasalsousedtoexpandtheboundariesofthe

empire.
ix. Theempirehadaclearsystemofsuccessionwhichwasmatrilineali.e.theheirtothethrone

waspickedfromthemotherslinewhichminimizedsuccessiondisputes.

x.Theempirewassurroundedbyweakneighbourswhowereeasytoconquerandexpand
boundariesofGhana.

xi.ThepeopleofGhanaparticipatedinthetrans SaharantradeinwhichtheSoninkeactedas
middlemenandtheyacquiredalotofwealthwhichwasusedtodevelop

xii. TheSoninkewereironworkersandtheymadeanumberofitemse.g.weaponslikespearsand
arrowswhichwereequippedwiththearmyinordertomakeitstrong.

xiii. TheSoninkemadeagriculturaltoolsoutofironwhichencouragedagriculturetoensurefood

security.ltemssuchashoeswereused.
xiv.TheempireofGhanahadastrongeconomywithanumberofeconomicactivitiese.g.trade,

fishingandtributesfromtheconqueredstates.
QN:ExplainthefactorsthatledtotheriseandexpansionofGhana.

ORGANISATIONOFGHAN
A.

v Politically ,theempirehadacentralisedsystemofadministrationwiththekingasthetop
mostleader.
v ThekinghadatittleoftheTunkarandhewasassistedbycabinetministersandotherofficials

whowereliterateMuslims.

v Theempirewasdividedintotvvopartsi.e.metropolitanGhanaan%)rovinciaIG hana.
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v MetropolitanGhanawasalsoknownastheoriginalGhana/Ghanaproperwhichincludedthe

centralgovernmentundertheadministrationofthe Tunkar/king.

v ProvincialGhanaconsistedoftheconqueredstatesorvassalstatesandthesewere

administeredbytheirtraditionalleadersbuttheyhadtopaytributestothecentral
government.

v ThekingofGhanawasgreatlyrespectedandhonoredbythepeopleandhewastakentobe
semidivinee.g.wheneverhispeopleapproachedhim,theyfellontheirkneesandsprinkle
dustontheirheadsasawayofgreeting.

v Theadministrationofjusticewasaresponsibility ofthekingwhomovedaroundhiskingdom
everydaywithafewservantstogoandsettledisputes.

v Incasetherewasnoevidence,thekingappliedthetraditionalmethodwheretheaccused
personwasgivenathinpieceofwoodwhichwassourtochewandifthepersonvomited,he
wasprovedandifhedidnothewasdeclaredguiltyandpunishedaccordingly.

v Inorderforvassal(conguered)statestoshowtheirloyaltytotheking,theyhadtosenda
princetotheking’spalaceandwheneverthevassalstatesdisobeyed,theirprincewaskilled.

v Theempirehadaverystrongarmywithbows,spears,arrowsandgunswhichwereacquired
fromthetrans-Saharantrade.

v Thearmyconsistedof20,000warriorswithbothinfantryandCalvary.

v However,theempiredidnothaveastandingarmybutsoldiersweremobilizedwithin24hrs.
todefendthekingdomintimesofneed.

v Thearmyhadaroleofmaintaininglawandorderandprotectingthekingdomfrominternal

andexternalattacks.
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v Theadministrationoftheempirewasbasedattwocapitalsi.e.KumbiSalehandElGhaba.

SocialOrganization.
v Thekingswereburiedinspecialplacesandsometimeswiththeirservantsandproperty.
v ThepeopleofGhanaworshippedmanygodsandthekingwastakentobesemidivine.
v Therewasfreedomofworshipi.e.peoplewereallowedtoworshipineitherA.T.Rorlslam.

v Thesystemofsuccessionwasmatrilineali.e.theheirtothethronewasgotfromthe

mother’ssideandhewasalwaystheking’snephew.

v Therewasrespectforeldersandthosewhooffendedthemwerepunished.
Economicorganization.

v ThepeopleofGhanacarriedoutagricultureandtheygrewcropssuchasmillet,sorghumand
maizeforfoodandtheexcesswassoldintrade.

v Theyalsocarriedoutironworkingwheretheyweaponslikehoes,arrows,pangasand

agriculturaltools.

v ThepeopleofGhanacarriedoutgoldminingwhichgoldwassoldintradetogetrevenue

whichwasusedtosustaintheempire.
v Allgoldintheempirebelongedtothekingwhodistributedittothepeople.
v Theempirealsocollectedtaxesfromthetradeitemsandthetraderswhousedthetrade

routespassingthroughGhana.

v TheSoninkeparticipatedintheTrans Saharantradeasmiddlemeninthetradeactedand

suppliedtradeitemsfromwhichtheygotalotofrevenue.

v Theempirecollectedtributesfromvassalstatesinorderforthemtoshowtheirloyaltytothe
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kingofGhana.

v ThepeopleofGhanacarriedoutclothweavingwhichwasalsoexportedtogetrevenue.

QTN:ExplaintheorganizationoftheSoninke.

HowwastheempireofGhanaadministered?
WHYTHEEMPIREOFGHANADECLIN
ED.

TheempireofGhanadeclinedduetoanumberoffactorswhichwerebothinternalandexternal.

Itdeclinedduetopolitical,socialandeconomicreasons.

< Theempirefaceddisunitybecauseitwasmadeupofmanystatesofdifferentbackgroundsand

thesecouldnotunitetodefendtheempireintimesofneed.

« Theempirehadgrowntoobigtobeeffectivelyadministered.

% Thevassalstartedbreakingawayfromthemetropolitanleadershipsincetheywereleftunder
theleadershipoftheirtraditionalrulers.

+ Ghanafacedaperiodofcorruptleaderswhousedtosellgoldfortheirpersonalbenefitwhich
ledtodeclineineconomyofGhana.

« Theempiredidnothaveastandingarmyandthereforeitwasdifficulttomaintainsecurity

sometimesthusthedecline.

“ Theempirefacedaperiodofweakleadersinthelateryearswhocouldnoteffectivelymonitor
theadministrationoftheempire.
“ Theempire’sarmyalsoweakenedduetotheconstantrebellionsfromconqueredstatesand

thereforeitcouldnotdefendtheempire.
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“ ThedivergenceofthetraderoutesfromGhanatoMalimadeGhanalosethetaxesitwas

chargingfromBerbersandothertradershencedeclineofthetraders.

“ Theempiredeclinedduetotheinsecurityintheempirethatputeconomicactivitiestoa
standstill.

+ Theinfluenceoflslamintheregionwhichdividedpeoplealongreligiouslinesandtheycould
notwritetodefendtheempire.

« GhanafacedexternalattacksfromSumanguruKanteoftheSossostatewhoattackedthe

empireandweakenedit.

“ GhanaalsofacedexternalattacksfromtheAlmoravid(MuslimsfromMorocco)whoattacked
theempireandweakeneditinanattempttospreadislam.

“ TheriseofotherempireslikeMaliundertheleadershipofSundiataK eitaledtothefinal
declineofGhanabecauseheattackedtheremainsofGhanaandaddedthemtoKangabato

createMaliEmpire.

THEEMPIREOFMALI

ORIGINOFTHEEMPIR
E.

*TheempireofMaliwasoneoftheancientstatesinWestAfrica.

*Theoriginoftheempireisnotclearforitisfoundinmythsandlegends.
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*TheempirestartedasasmallstateofKangababytheMandingopeople.

*TheempirewaslocatedbetweenriverSankaranandriverNiger.
*TheempirehaditscapitalcityinasmalltownknownasJeriba.
*MaliwasaformervassalstateofGhanawhichbrokeawayandbecameindependentasGhana
wasdeclining.
*AfterthebreakawayofKangabafromGhana,Kangabastartedexpandingintoabigkingdom
byattackingthenneighboringareastoincreaseitssize.
*TheexpansionofKangabathreatenedtheleadersoftheSossostatewhosenamewas
SumanguruKante.
*SumanguruKanteattackedKangabaandweakeneditbyKkillingtwooutofthe12legitimate

princestothethroneofKangaba.

*HesparedonlyMaliDjatawhowascrippledandSumanguruthoughthewasnotathreatto
thekingdom.

*MaliDjatalatergaineduseofhislegsandbecomeaveryfamoushunterwhoformedthe
hunters ‘association.

*Thehunters ‘associationunitedmanypeopleinKangabaandwaslatertransformedintoan
armymakingMaliDjataafamoussoldier.

*ThekingofSossoatthetimebecameworriedofMaliDjata’smilitary strengthandexiledhim
outofKangaba.

*Whileinexile,MaliDjataorganizedthehunters ‘associationintoanarmywhichheusedto
capturethethroneofKangaba.

*HebecametheleaderofKangabaandheattackedthevariousstatesintheregionincluding
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GhanaandaddedthemtoKangabatoformabigandunitedempireofMali.

*MaliDjatalaterchangedhisnametoSundiataKeitaandheisrecognizedasthefounderof

Maliwhichwasnamedatfterit.

Qtn:HowwastheempireofMaliestablished?

ExplaintheoriginofMaliEmpire?

FACTORSFORTHERISEOFMALIEMPI
RE.

TheempireofMaliexpandedduetoanumberoffactorswhichwerepolitical,socialandeconomic.
TheempireofMaliexpandedduetointernalandexternalfactors.
*Maliwasstrategicallylocatedinthefertilesavannahregionwhichfavoredagricultureand

ensuredfoodsecurityfortheeverincreasingpopulation.

*MaliwasalsolocatedaroundR.NigerandR.Sankaranwhichactedasnaturaldefensive
barriersagainstexternalattacks.

*ThepatrticipationofMaliinthe Trans Saharantradefromwhichtheygainedalotofprofit
encourageditsexpansion.

*TheempireexpandedbecauseofthedeclineofGhanawhichgavechanceforKangabato
breakawayandbecomeanindependentstate.

*Theempirehadastrongarmywhichwasusedtodefendtheempirefrominternaland
externalattacks.

*Thearmywasalsousedtoexpandtheboundariesoftheempireinordertoincreaseitssize.
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*Theempirehadastrongandcapableleaderse.g.SundiataKeitaandMansaMusawho

playedagreatroleinexpandingtheempire.
*Theempirehadanefficientsystemofadministrationwhichwascentralisedwiththekingas
thetopmostleadersandhewasassistedbygovernorswhichenabledhimtomonitorallthe
activitiesoftheempire.
*TheharshruleofSumanguruKantemadetheMandingopeopletosupportMaliDjatato
formastrongarmyinordertooverthrowhisregion.
=MalidivertedallthetraderoutesofGhanaandtookcontrolofthemandallthetrade
activitiesfromwhichtaxesfromtradeitemsweregottodeveloptheempire.
*TheMandingopeoplepracticedironworkingfromwhichtheymadeweaponstoequipthe
armyandagriculturaltoolsforagriculture.
=IslamplayedabigroleintheexpansionofMalibecauseitunitedtheMandingopeoplewho
workedtogethertodeveloptheempire.
=Malihadastrongeconomybasedonagriculture,goldtrade,mining,taxesandtributesfrom

whichalotofincomewasgottodeveloptheempire.

*Theempirehadagoodsystemofsuccessionwhichwaspatrilinealandthisminimized
successiondisputes.
*TheempireofMaliwassurroundedbyweakneighbourswhowereeasilyconqueredto

expandtheboundariesofMali.

THEREIGNOFSUNDIATAKEI
TA.
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v HewasthefoundingfatheroftheempireofMali.

v SundiatakeitacametopowerafterdefeatingSumanguruKantein1235atthebattleofKirina

andheruledupto1255.

v SundiatawasaprinceofKangabaandhewasthel2thsontothethrone.

v HewastakenasacaptiveinSumanguru’spalaceafterthedeathofhis2brothers.

v Hewasacrippledmanandthat’swhySumanguruKantedidnotkillhimwhenheattacked
Kangaba.

v Hewasagreatsoldierandhunterwhichearnedhimalotofpopularity.

v HeorganizedastrongstandingarmywhichheusedtofightanddefeatSumanguruKante.

v HeexpandedthesmallstatesofKangababycongueringtheneighboringareas.

v Heusedhisarmytoestablishpeaceandstabilityintheregions.

v HeliberatedthepeopleofKangabafromtheoppressiveruleofSumanguruKante.

v Heorganizedtheempireandhelaidafoundationonwhichotherrulersadministeredit.

v HepromotedtradeinwesternSudanbyprovidingsecuritytothetradersintheregion.

v HepromotedunityandharmonyamongthepeopleofKangabawhichledtotheriseand

developmentoftheempire.
v Hecreatedacentralisedsystemofadministrationbydividingtheempireintoprovincesandhe

appointedgeneralstoruleonhisbehalf.

v Hepromotedandencouragedagricultureasheintroducedcottonweaving.

v HeconqueredthegoldproducingareasofWangara,Bambuk,BureandBunduwhich
contributedalotofrevenuetotheempire.

v HeencouragedtradebyorganizingtradecaravansfromWestAfrica.
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v HetransferredthecapitalofMalifromJeribatoNiani.

v Hemadepeacewiththecongueredpeopleandthat’swhytheyhailedhimastheirliberatoror

deliverer.

v Hediedin1255aftereffectivelylayingafoundationoftheempireandprovidingitwitha

capital(Jeriba).

Qtn:describethecontributionsofSundiatakeitainthebuildingofMaliEmpire.

THEREIGNOFMANSAMUNSA(1307-
1337)

< NotmuchisknownaboutMansaKankanMusahowever,hewasthemostfamousofallthe

rulersofMali.
« Hereignedbetween1307and1337.
+ HeextendedtheboundariesofMaliNorthandeastwardsusinghisstrongarmy.
% Healsoestablishedfriendlyrelationshipswithotherstatese.q.MoroccoandEgypt.
“ HecapturedthefamouscommercialcenterofWalatawhichincreasedtradeinMali.
+» HisgeneralsalsocapturedTimbuktuwhichwasasmallcommercialcenterintheNorthofMali.

+ Hecreatedastrongarmywithloyalgeneralswhichwasusedtokeeplawandorder.

+ Healsocreatedacentralisedsystemofadministrationbydividingtheempireintoprovinces

andthemostknownwasNiani.
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+ Heemployedgovernorstoruletheprovincesonhisbehalf.

+ Heinstitutedthenationalhonoroftrouserstoindividualswhohadexcelledinservice.
« HeemployedIslamicjudgesandscribesinthecivilservice.

“ Heintroducedataxoncrops,livestock,tollsandtributesfromthevassalstateswhichwas

usedtodeveloptheempire.
% HeencouragedtradewithinMalibyattractingforeigntraders.
+ HeencouragedgoldmininginMaliwhichcontributedalotofrevenuetotheempire.
+ HefosteredlawandorderinMalibyusinghisarmyofabout100,000men.
“ Heprovidedsecuritytothetradersinhisempirewhichattractedmoreforeigntraders.
+ Heencouragedislamiclearningandeducationinhisempirebyattractinglslamicscholars.
+ HebroughtwealthtothepeopleofMalibycontrollingthegoldtrade.

+ Healsocontributedtothespreading,purifyingandstrengtheningofislamsincehewasa
devotedMuslim.

“ HemadeapilgrimagetoMeccaandthismadeMalitobeknownoutsideAfrica.

+ Hepromotedhisnamewhenhecarriedover100camels,500slavescarryinggoldtoMecca.

“ HesentMuslimstudentstomoroccoandthesebecamenewbuildersofcommerceand
becameveryinfluentialintrade.

+ Hediedin1337andwassucceededbyMansaMaghan.

WHYMALIDECLINE
D.

MaliwasapowerfulstateduringthereignofMansaMusabutitlaterdeclinedduetothepolitical,

socialandeconomicreasons.
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ThedeclineofMaliwasalsoduetointernalandexternalfactors.

ThedeclineofMaliwasgradual.
*TheempireofMalideclinedbecauseithadbecometoobigtobeeffectivelyadministered.
*ThedeathofMansaMusacontributedtothedeclineofMalibecauseafterhisdeath,there
wasapoliticalvacuumwhichwasnoteasytofill.
=Malialsodeclinedduetotheconstantrebellionsfromthevassalstateswhichweakenedthe
army.
*TheriseofweakleadersalsocontributedtothedeclineofMalie.g.MansaMaghan,Mansa
Marjatwhowereverycorrupt.
=MalilostcontrolofthetraderouteswhichweredivertedtoSonghaiandthisledtoadecline
intheeconomyduetothelossoftaxesinthetrade.
=MalifacedexternalattacksfromtheTuaregesofthedesertwhoexploitedtheinternal
conflictsandattackedtheboundariesoftheempire.
*TherewasalsoexternalaggressionfromtheMossiofthesouthwhoattackedtheempire
whoattackedtheempireandforcedsomechiefsintoexile. Thisleftmanyareaswithout
leadershipwhichweakenedMali.
=Malialsofacedsuccessiondisputeswhichcausedanumberofwarstherebyweakeningthe
empire.
*TheriseofSonghaiEmpireunderSunniAlialsoledtothedeclineofMalibecausemany

areaswerecapturedincludingtheimportantcitiesandrouteshenceweakeningtheempire.
=Thecontributionoflslamwhichturnedouttobeafactorofdisunitybecauseitwasthestate

religion.Manypeopleweredividedalongreligiouslineswhichsparkedoffconflictsbetween

Muslimsandnon-Muslims.
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*ThebreakawayofthevassalstatesofMalireducedthesizeandstrengthofMalileadingto

itsdecline.
*ThedeclineofMaliwasalsoasaresultofthenumerouswarswhichcouldnotlettheempire

survivesinceagriculture,tradeweredisrupted.

Qtn:whatledtothecollapseofMali?THEEMPIREOESONGHAI.

ORIGIN:
*TheempireofSonghairoseafterthedeclineofMaliduringthesecondhalfofthe15th
century.
“ltemergedfromasmallstateof GAOwhichwasoriginallyavassalstateofMali.
*TheempirewaslocatedaroundR.Niger.
=[twasanimportanttradecitybecauseoftheinvolvementofthepeopleintheTransSaharan
tradewherealotofrevenuewasobtainedtodevelopit.
*BecauseoftheimportanceofGAQintrade,itwasconqueredbyMansaMusaofMali.
*TheleadersofGAOi.e.AliKolenandSuleimanwereheldhostageatthecourtofMali.
*However,afterthedeathofMansaMusa,manyofthevassalstatesbrokeawayandthey
becameindependentincludingGAO.
=ltshouldhoweverbenotedthatGAOwasoriginallyconqueredbytheNomadicBerbersfrom

theNorthknownasZagawawhoformedtheZaorDiadynasty.

=lthaditscapitalatKukiaundertheleadershipofDiaKosi.

*Becauseoftheinfluenceoflslamintheregion,manylslamicscholarsflockedtheempireand
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establishedmosques,schoolswheretheyintroducedlslamiclearning.

AfterthedeclineoftheZa/Diadynasty,SunniAlideclaredhimselftheleaderofSonghaiand
heintroducedthetittleofSunnirulers.

=SunniAliwasthereforebelievedtobethefounderofSonghaiEmpire.

Qtn:howwastheempireofSonghaiestablished?

FACTORSFORTHERISEOFSONG
HAL.

ThefactorsfortheriseandexpansionofSonghaiwerepolitical,socialandeconomicaswellasinternal
andexternal.
TheriseandexpansionofSonghaiwasgradualanditissaidtohavereplacedMaliinthesecondhalfof

thel5thcentury.

> TheempireofSonghaihadastrongarmywhichdefeatedthesocietiesaroundanddefeated
theempireagainsttheMossi.

> Theempirehadableleaderse.g.SunniAliandAskiaMohammedwhowereabasisforthe
creationoftheempire.

> Theempireparticipatedintradefromwhichalotofrevenuewasobtainedtodevelopthe
empire’seconomy.

> TheexistenceofafavorablepoliticalclimatewherethepeopleofSonghailongedfora

liberator.
> TheextensionofthetraderoutesintoHausalandduringthe15thcenturygaveSonghaia
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chancetobecomethecenterofalltraderoutesintheregion.

> Thelocationoftheempireinagoodgeographicalregionwithfertilesoilswhichencouraged
theproductionofenoughfoodfortheeverincreasingpopulation.

> Theempirewasalsoinvolvedintheproductionofcropswhichactedastradeitemsandthis
boostedtheempire’'seconomy.

> ThepresenceofR.Nigerwhichenhancedfishingthataddedonfoodsecurityanditemsof

tradewhichimprovedtheempire’seconomy.

> ThedivisionoftheSonghaicommunityintomajorprofessionalgroupse.g.Sorkowhowere
fishermen,theGow/GabibiwhowerehuntersandtheDowhowereagriculturalistsandcattle
keepersalsocontributedtoSonghai’sriseandexpansion.

> Theempirealsodevelopedbecauseithadanaturaldefensivebarrier(R.Niger)which

> TheearlyacceptanceoflslambytheleadersofSonghaibenefitedtheempirefromthe
developmentsbroughtbytheMuslimse.g.Koranicschoolsandmosques.

> Thestrongeconomybasedontradeandagriculture.

> TheempirealsoexpandedduetothedeclineofMalisinceGAOgotachancetobreakaway

fromMali.tn:ExplainthefactorsthatledtotheriseandexpansionofSonghaiE mpire.
THEREIGNOFASKIAMOHAMMEDTHEGREAT(1493-
1528).

« AskiaMohammedcameintopowerafterthedeathofSunniAli.

« AfterthefallofSunniAli,hewassucceededbyhissonAbubakerDaowhowasoverthrownby

hisfather’sgeneralknownasMohammedibnBakerToure.

+ Hecametopowerin1493andhewasnotamemberoftheroyalfamily.
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+ HetookoverpowerbydefeatingSunniAli’ssonthroughwarwithassistanceofaMuslim

faction.

“ Hethereforedecidedtoconsolidatehimselfonthethroneinordertowinthepopularity of
thepeopleofSonghai.

+« HeintroducedatittleofAskiaforrulersinSonghaiuntilthecollapseoftheempire.

« InordertostrengthenhispositioninSonghai,heexpelledandexiledallthechildrenand
membersthatservedintheSunnidynastyandhereplacedthemwithhisrelatives,children
andfriends.

“ Healsobroughtaboutfriendshipandreconciliationtoallthosewhowereexiledby SunniAliin
ordertowinpopularityoftheSonghaipeople.

+ AskiaMohammedusedanexcellentsystemofgovernmentwhichwascentralisedandbrought
aboutpeaceintheempire.

+ Heintroducedgovernmentdepartmentse.g.theministeroffinance,justice,homeaffairsand
agriculturewhichimprovedadministrationintheempire.

+ Hedividedtheempireintofourregionsandeachregionwasadministeredbyacommissioner
foreasyadministrationoftheempire.

+ Healsodividedeachregionintoprovincese.g.Dendi,Kola, Timbuktu,Jenneandeachwas

administeredbyagovernorbutallthesehadtobeloyalrelatives.
“ Intheimportantcitiese.g.JenneandTimbuktu,heelectedmayorswhowereinchargeofall

tradeactivities.
+ Inthevassalstates,hemaintainedthetraditionalleadersbuttheyhadtopaytributetothe

centralgovernment.
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+ HeexpandedtheempireofSonghaibyattractingtheFulaniandMandingo(pagans).

+ Healsocreatedastrongarmywhichwasusedtomaintainlaworderaswellasexpandingthe

empire’sboundaries.

« Socially,AskiaMohammedunitedthepeopleSonghaibyenforcinglslamasthestatereligion

andappointinglslamicscholarsashisadvisors.

« Hewasgreatlyconcernedwiththepurificationoflslamandheemphasizedthefivepillars of
IslaminordertostrengthenthereligioninSonghai.

+« JusticewasstrictlyenforcedaccordingtoSharialawandclassofMuslimjudges(Quadis/Kadis)
wereappointedtointerpretthereligion.

« HealsoencouragedlslamiceducationbyattractinglslamicscholarsfromN.Africawhotaught

thepeopleofSonghaidifferentskills.

« ThecityofTimbuktubecameacommercialcenteraswellasaneducationCentrebecause
manymosquesandschoolswerebuiltthere.

« Asastaunch/tradeMuslim,AskiaMohammedmadeapilgrimagetoMeccain1497.

« Economically,hepromotedtradefromwhichalotrevenuewasgottodeveloptheempire.

« Heencouragedagriculturebydiggingchannelstoirrigatethedryareas.

+ Heestablishedroyalestatestoprovidefoodtothepeopleintimesofneed.

+ Heintroducedasystemofweightsandmeasureswhichencouragedtrade.

% Heencouragedlocalindustriese.g.blacksmithing,saltminingandclothweaving.

« AskiaMohammedwasagainstillegaltaxesimposedontradersbecauseitwasagainstSharia

lawoflslam.
Qtn:WhyisAskiaMohammedthegreatrememberedinthehistoryofWestAfrica?
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WHYTHEEMPIREOFSONGHAIDECLIN
ED.

Thedeclinewasgradual.

TheempireofSonghaideclinedduetoanumberoffactorswhichwerepolitical,economic,social,

internalandexternal.

«» TheempireofSonghaideclinedduetotheriseincompetentleaderswhocouldnoteffectively

controltheempire.

+« TheoverthrowoftheoldandblindAskiaMohammedbyhissonsafterfailingtoeffectively

administertheempire.

« Theempirelostsomesourcesofvaluablemineralse.g.gold,whichledtoadeclineintradeand

theeconomy.

“ Theempiredeclinedduetothebreakawayoftheconqueredstateswhichreduceditssize.

« Theredevelopedsuccessiondisputeswhichalsoweakenedthepoliticaladministrationof
Songhai.

“ TherewasdeclineintradewhenSonghailostcontrolofthesaltandgolddepositshencelosing

outonrevenueintrade.

+« Songhaialsodeclinedduetoinsecuritywhichwasbroughtaboutbythebreakawayofthe

vassalstatesleadingtoadeclineinagriculture.

“ TheempireexperiencedexternalattacksfromtheFulaniandtheTuaregeswhoweakenedthe

armyandadministrationoftheempire.

“ IslamdividedthepeopleSonghaibetweenMuslimsandnon-Muslimswhichcauseddisunityin
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+ By1595,SonghaihadbeenbroughtunderthedominationoftheMoroccansandlostits

independence.
Qtn:WhydidtheempireofSonghaidecline/collapse?
THEEMPIREOFKANEM-
BORNU(SEFAWADYNASTY).
ORIGIN.

% TheoriginofkKanemBornuisnotclear.
% lItsoriginisderivedfrommythsandlegends.

* Theempireisbelievedtohavebeenfoundedaround800ADanditsurviveduptothe20th

century.
* TheempirewasfoundedbyasonofanArabtraderknownasSaiflbnYazzan.

% TheinhabitantsofKanemBornuweretheKanuriwhowereoffspringsoftheintermarriages

betweentheBerbersandtheSopeople.
* TheKanurifoundedKanemEmpirewhichwaslocatedintheEastofL.Chad.

% Later,theKanuricolonizedBornuwhichwaslocatedonthewestsideofL.Chadthusthe

empirecametobeknownasKanem-Bornu.
% ThefirstcapitalofKanemBornuwasknownasNjimi.

* MaiDunamalandMaiDunamalandMaiDunamallwerethemostpowerfulleaderswhobuilt

astrongarmywhichtheyusedtoexpandtheboundariesoftheempirebycapturingFezzan,
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AdamawaandWalata.

% AfterthedeathofthesetwoMaisorkings,theempirebecameunstablebecausethenew

leaderswereweak.

% DuringthereignofMaiUmar(1394-1398),thecapitalwastransferredtoBornuduetoserious

attacksfromtheBulalapeople.
% DuringthereignofMaiGhaju,KanemBornuregaineditsgreatnessandfame.

% MaiAliGhajubuiltanewcapitalatBini-Ngozargamu.

% TheKanuripeopleembracedlslamandparticipatedinthetrans-Saharantradewhichbrought

revenueandgunsthatledtotheriseofKanem-BornuEmpire.

FACTORSFORTHERISEOFKANEMBOR
NU.

TheempireofKanemBornuexpandedduetoanumberoffactorswhichincludethefollowing:
Theempireexpandedduetopolitical,socialandeconomicfactors.
*Theempireexpandedbecauseithadanefficientsystemofadministrationwhichwas
centralisedwiththekingasthetopmostleader.
*Theempirewaslocatedinthefertilesavannahregionwhichencouragedagricultureand
foodproductionfortheeverincreasingpopulation.
*Theempireexpandedbecauseitwaslocatedfarawayfromotherancientstateshenceitwas
centralisedwiththekingasthetopmostleader.
*Theempirewaslocatedinthefertilesavannahregionwhichencouragedagricultureand
foodproductionfortheeverincreasingpopulation.

*Theempireexpandedbecauseitwaslocatedfarawayfromotherancientstateshenceitwas
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*Theempirehadcapableleaderse.g.MaiGhajuandDunamalandllwhogreatlyexpanded
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noteasilyattacked.

theempire.
*Theempirehadastrongarmywhichwasusedtoexpandtheboundariesaswellas

protectingtheempirefromexternalattacks.
*Theempireparticipatedinthetrans-Saharantradefromwhichalotofrevenuewasobtained

todeveloptheempire.

*Theempirealsoexpandedbecauseoftheunitythatwasbroughtaboutbythespreadof
Islam.
*Theempireexpandedbecauseithadweakneighbourse.g.theKanuriwhowereeasily
defeatedandconqgueredtoexpandtheempire.
*TheempirewaslocatednearL.Chadwhichactedasanaturaldefensivebarrier.
*Theempirehadastrongeconomybasedonagriculture,tradeandmining,thiscreatedgood
traderelationswiththeneighbours.
*TheempireexpandedbecausethepeopleofKanemBornuhadacommonoriginandspoke
thesamelanguagewhichgreatlyimprovedunityamongthemselves.

*Theempirehadveryfewrivalswhocouldnotattackithenceexpanding.

Qtn:ExplainthefactorsthatledtotheriseandexpansionoftheSefawadynasty/

Kanem-Bornu.
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ORGANISTIONOFTHEKANEM-
BORNU.

-Theempirehadacentralisedsystemofadministrationwiththekingasthetopmostleader.

-ThekinghadatittleofMaiandhewasgreatlyrespected.

-TheMaihadbothpoliticalandreligious powersandhewastakentobesemidivine.

-Successiontothethronewas patrilinealandtheleader/kingwasfromthedescendantsofthe
Sefawadynasty.

-TheMairuledwiththeassistanceofastatecouncilofl2members.

-Themembersofthestatecouncilwerechosenfromtheroyalfamilyandwerenobles.

-Themembersofthestatecouncilwereinchargeofadministrationandcollectingtaxesintheir
respectiveterritories.
-Thenoblesalsoheldmilitarytittlese.g.theCommander,chiefofthearmy.
-Theempirewasdividedintotwoadministrativeunits i.e.metropolitanandprovincialKanem
Bornuforeasyadministration.
-MetropolitanKanemBornuwasthecentralgovernmentandwasruledbytheMaihimself.
-ProvincialkanemBornucomprisedoftheconqueredstatesundertheirtraditionalleadersbut
theyhadtopaytributestometropolitanKanemBornu.
-Theempirewasdividedintoprovincesandeachwasadministeredbyagovernor.The
provincesincludedNorth,South,EastandWest.
-Thegovernorsoftheprovinceswerealsomembersofthestatecouncilandwereappointedfor
life.

-TheKanuriresidentialofficialswerepostedintheprovincialstatestosupervisethe
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administrationofthetraditionalleaders.

womenandshedealtwiththeirissues.
-Theeldersisterofthekinglookedaftertheroyalchildren.

-TheseniorwifeofthekinglookedaftertheMai’schambersorpalace.

-Theempirehadastrongarmywhichwasfordefenseandexpansionoftheempire. Thearmy
haddivisionsandeachgovernoroftheprovincewasinchargeofthedivisionalarmy.

-Thearmycomprisedofboththeinfantryandcavalry.

-TheempirehadanefficientsystemofadministrationbasedontheSharialaw.

-TheMaiappointedjudges(Khadis)whoadministeredjustice.

-TherewasahighcourtatthecapitaloftheempireBin-Ngozargamuwith12judges.
-ThejudgesadvisedtheMaionlegalandreligiousmatters.
-Socially,Islamwasthestatereligionintheempire.
-TraditionallawswerereplacedwithSharialawwhichinfluencedpeople swaysoflife.
-Therewasalsogreatrespectforeldersbytheyoungones.
-Therewaslslamiceducationbecauseoftheinfluenceofislamicscholars.
-Economically,theKanuricarriedouttradeandexportedagriculturalandcattleproducts.
-TheKanuricarriedoutlivestockfarmingwheretheyrearedsheepandgoats.
-TheKanurialsocarriedoutagricultureandgrewcropssuchasrice,milletandbeans.
-Therewasalsolocalindustriese.g.ironworkingindustriesandclothweaving.

-TheKanurialsocarriedoutminingofcopperwhichwassoldintrade.

DOWNLOAD MORE RESOURCES LIKE THISON ECOLEBOOKS.COM



https://ecolebooks.com/
https://ecolebooks.com/
https://ecolebooks.com/
https://ecolebooks.com

(r EcoleBooks

Ecolebooks.com
-TheKanuricarriedoutfishingfromL.Chad.

-TheKanurichargedtaxesontraderswhousedthetraderoutesintheirempire.

-TheKanuricollectedtributesfromconqueredstatesasasymbolofloyalty.

Qtn;howwastheempireofKanemBornuadministered?

THEREIGNOFMAIDUNAMAII(1221-
1259)

Hecametopowerin1221andruledupto1259.

Hebroughttheempiretoitsheightduringhisreigninthefollowingways

*Hegreatlyexpandedtheempirebyconqueringmanyarease.g.Kano,Fezzan,Adamawaand
Bornu.

*Heestablishedastatecouncilcomprisingofl2memberswhoadvisedtheMai.

*Hedividedtheempireintotwoadministrativeunitsforeffectiveadministrationi.e.
metropolitanandprovincialkanemBornu.

*Hedividedtheempireintofourprovinceswhichwereruledbygovernorsandtheyreported
totheMaidirectly.

*HepromotedislamasastatereligionfortheKanuripeople.

*HeencouragedIslamiclearningandeducationthroughestablishingschoolsandmosques.

*AsadevotedMuslim,hemadeapilgrimagetoMecca.

*HealsoestablishedaHostelinCairotheKanuripilgrims.

*Hepromotedtradebytheestablishingcontrolofthetraderoutesfromwhichhecharged
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taxeswhichwereusedtodeveloptheempire.

*Hepromotedagricultureduetothefertilesoilwhichensuredfoodsecurity.
*Hisruledendedin1259whenhediedbutheremainsoneofthegreatestrulersofKanem

Bornuduetohiscontributions.

Qtn:WhyisMaiDunamathesecondrememberedinthehistoryofKanemBornu?
THEREIGNOFMAIIDRISALOOM
A.

HewasasonofMaiAliandQueenAmsa.

AmsawasadaughtertooneoftheBulalakings.
OnAli'sdeath,QueenAmsaandldriswenttoliveinexileinoldkanembecausetheyoungprinceslife
wasinsecure.

ThiswasduringthereignofMaiDala.
EvenwhenDaladied,hissisterAisha/Aissatookoverpowerthereforeldriscouldonlyascendto
powerafterabittersevenyearoldcivilwar.
Idristurnedouttobethegreatestmanbecausehemademanycontributionstothegrowthand
expansionofKanemBornu.

Thesecontributionswerepolitical,socialandeconomic, militaryandreligious.

«» MaildrisAloomamadeKanemBornureachitsclimaxbyconqgueringtheempire’sneighbours

toincreaseitssizeandstrength.
« Hecreatedastrongandefficientarmywhichhedividedintotwoi.e.infantryandCalvary.

% Heequippedhisarmywiththemostmodernweaponsofthetimee.g.muskets.
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% Heusedthearmytodefendtheempire'sboundariesfrominternalandexternalArabs.

+ Heappointedanarmycommanderwhowasinchargeofthearmy.

+ Hedefeatedtheempire’senemiese.g.theBulala.

% HewasthefirstrulerintheregiontoimportfirearmsfromTripoli.

+ HeconqueredvariouspartsoftheregionandaddedthemontoKanemBornue.g.he

conquereduptoWadaiandthetroublesomeTetalapeopleofL.Chadregion.
+ HeestablishedastrongadministrationguidedbySharialaw.

+ Hedividedtheempireintofourpoliticalentitiesforeasyadministrationandeachwasundera

governor.

«» HeestablishedastrongjudicialsystembasedontheSharialaw.

% Healsosetupahighcourtwithachiefjudgewhowasassistedby12judgesandtheseadvised

theMai.
“ HepromotedIslambyconstructingmanymosqueswhichbroughtaboutunity.
% AsadevotedMuslim,hemadeapilgrimagetoMecca.
«» Hepromotedlocalindustriese.g.miningindustryandclothmakingindustry.

+ HeestablisheddiplomaticlinkswithcountrieslikeTurkeyandEgypt.

Qtn:ExplainthecontributionofMaildris Aloomatothegrowthofthesecond

KanemBornu.
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WHYTHEEMPIRELASTEDFORSOLO
NG.

Theempiresurvivedduetoanumberoffactorswhichwerepolitical,socialandeconomic.

*Theempirehadanefficientsystemofadministrationwhichwascentralisedhenceitssurvival
foralongperiodoftime.

*Theempirewaslocatedinafertilesavannahregionwhichensuredfoodsecurity.

*Theempirehadableleaderse.g.MaiDunamaandMaildrisAloomawhoenabledtheempire
tosurviveforsolong.

*TheempireparticipatedintheTrans Saharantradefromwhichalotofrevenuewasobtained
tostrengthentheempire’seconomyhencesurvivingforsolong.

=Islambroughtaboutunityintheempirehenceitssurvivalforsolong.

*TheempirehadagoodsystemofjusticewhichwasbasedonSharialawandthisbrought
stabilityintheempirehenceitssurvivalforsolong.

*Theempirehadgoodrelationswithherneighboursthereforeshecouldnotbeattackedhence
itssurvivalforsolong.

*TheempirehadweakneighbourswhocouldnoteasilyattackthepeopleofKanemhence
survivingforsolong.

*Theempirehadastrongeconomybasedontrade,agriculture,miningandtributesfromvassal
stateshencesurvivingforsolong.

*TheKanurihadacommonoriginandspokeonelanguagewhichbroughtaboutunityhencethe
empire’ssurvivalforsolong.

*Theempirehadaclearsystemofsuccessionwhichwaspatrilinealandthisreducedsuccession
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disputesenablingtheempiretosurviveforsolong.Strongarmy.Stronglocation.

Qtn:WhydidtheempireofKanemBornu/Sefawadynastylastforlong?

WHYTHEEMPIREDECLIN
E.

ThedeclineofKanemBornuwasgradualanditwasduetoanumberoffactors.

Thedeclineoftheempirewasduetopolitical,social, military ,andexternalandinternalfactors.

> ThedeclineoftheempirestartedsoonafterMaildrisAlooma’slongpeacefulreignwhich

madethearmybecomeinactiveandillpreparedforwar.

> AfterthedeathofMaildrisAlooma,therearoseweakleaderswhocouldnoteffectively

administertheempiree.g.MaiAlilbonOmar.
> TheempirewasattackedbytheTuaregesfromtheNorth,KwararafaJukun(south)andthe

Owadaiinvasionwhichweakenedtheempirehenceitscollapse.

> Theempireexperiencedrebellionsfromtheformervassalstates(conqueredstates)e.g.

Zinden’srevoltcostBornutheKano-Tripolitraderoute.

> TheTuaregesattackledtolossofcontroloftheimportantsalttraderoutetotheNorthwhich

reducedtheempire’srevenue.

> Thereweresuccessiondisputesintheempiree.g.theSefawaandEl-Kanemi’slineleftkanem Bornu
dividedleadingtoitscollapse.
> TheassassinationofMaiDunamallby El-KanemitheproclamationofDunama’ssonlbrahim

causeddivisionsintheempire.
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> RivalrybrokeoutbetweenlbrahimandShehuUmarandthisledtotheassassinationof

Ibrahimwhichendedthe1000yearoldSefawadynasty.

> ThisstateofunrestbroughtaboutanumberofeffectsonBornubecausethecentral

governmentbecameincreasinglyweakandunable.
> Theempiredeclinedbecauseofthedeclineintradeduetotheinternalconflicts.
> Agriculturewasalsodisruptedwhichledtofaminehencedeclineoftheempire.
> Theempirefacedexternalattackse.g.byRabelfromSennar.

> BornualsofellvictimofUthmanDanFordio’sJihadswhichcausedinsecuritieshenceits

decline.

> TheforcesofEuropeanimperialismledtothefinaldeclineoftheempirebecausetheFrench

annexedBornuanddeclaredittheircolony.

Qtn:WhydidtheempireofKanemBornu/Sefawadynastydecline?
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