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POETRY(20MARKS) 

Readthefollowingpoemandthenanswerthequestionsthatfollow. 

  

Inthecity 

AllmovingtheLordknowswhere, 

  

Dressedinsuitsandtatters, 

Bowties,tights,ochredsheetsandearrings, 

Allthinkingofthingstocome, Africaisinastateofopportunity, 

Alllookforeasychances. 

  

Ofself-upliftmentorundeservedpromotion 

Thatoftenmiragefurtherandfurther 

Makingfrustrate 

Mindsthatshouldbecontent 

  

Itisatimeofopportunity- 

  

Whenonelinemakesapoet 

Andalittleacquaintanceorchance 

Rocketsonetothehighestoffice 

  

Butthepeasant,thepillarofthenation, 

Hasonlytocopewithpricesthatshift Likethewavesthatrocktheship 

carryingyellowmaizetothecity. 

  

Theemployedcalloutstrikes 

Thatonlydepletethelittlefunds 

Thatmayrelievethepeasant- 

  

Theelderbrotherkeepstheyoungerinhunger 

Athome,ifthere’sany, 

Thechildplayswithanemptybottle, 

Criesformoremilk 

Whenthecostisdailyontherise 

  

Whiletheincomesremainstatic 

Andthehigherbracketsaredailyfilled 

Byyouthsthatwillnotretire Withinthiscentury. 
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Thechildlaughsgaily, 

Displayingitsonlyfourteeth 

Thatshowitgrowstoeat, 

Unawareofallthatshapesherdecade 

AdaptedfromapoembyJosephG.Mutiga 

 a)Whoisthepersonainthepoem? (2marks) b)Brieflydescribewhatthepoemisabout. (3marks) 

c)Explainthesignificanceofthefirstlineinthepoem. (2 marks) 

d)Identifytheaspectofstyleusedinstanzasixandshowitseffectiveness. (3marks) 

e)Describethekindofsocietypresentedinthispoem. 

marks) 

(2 

f)Whatisthetoneofthepoem?Supportyouranswer. 

marks) 

g)Identifyanddiscusstheuseofsarcasminthesecond-laststanza. 

(3marks) 

(3 

h)Explainthemeaningofthefollowinglinesinthepoem. 

marks) 

i)Africaisinastateofopportunity ii)Thepillarofthenation 

(2 

Readthepoembelowandanswerthequestionsthatfollow. 

(20marks) 

Youembarrassme… 

Mwananchi 

Whydoyouembarrassmewithyourquestions 

AboutthenewMercedesIbought 

ThelargefarmIown 

Thehouses,thewives, Aninflatedstomach! 

Mwananchi 

Whydoyouthreatenmewithyourthreats 

Thethreatsinyourbloodshoteyes 

FixedlypointedatmewhereverIgo 

Likeifyouareready 

Toreleasethearrowthatwilldeflateme Intonothingness; 

Eventhewatchmen,thedogs,thepolice 

Areallnotenoughtoprotectme 

Fromyourincreasingshoutstoprotest 

Againstmygoodjudgement; 

Mwananchi 
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Haveyouforgottenhowyoulovedme 

Andgavemeyourvote 

ThatImaybeyourmaninparliament? 

NowthatIhavethepower 

Iwillmendyourconfusedsenses 

Andkeepyouinprison 

Untilyouseemeasyourleaderagain 

Andkeepthosebloodshoteyesawayfromme 

Iwillchargelikeanangrylion 

Andscareyououtofyourwits 

Untillikeafrighteneddog, 

Youkeepyourheadforever… 

EverettM.Standa 

a. Identifythepersonainthepoem. (2marks) 

b. Whatisthemessageofthepoem? (4marks) 

c. Identifyandcommentonanytwoaspectsofstyleinthepoem. 

(6marks) 

d. Describethetoneofthepoem. (2marks) 

e. IdentifyandillIustratetwocharactertraitsofMwananchi. 

(4marks) 

f. Explainthemeaningofthefollowingwordsandphrasesasusedinthepoem. 

(2marks) 

i)Inflatedstomach ii)Scareyououtofyourwits. 
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Readthepoembelowandanswerthequestionsthatfollow.(20mks) 

SongofAgony 

Iputonacleanshirt 

Andgotowork 

Whichofus 

Whichofuswillcomeback? 

Fourandtwentymoons 

Notseeingwomen 

Notseeingmyhand 

Whichofus 

Whichofuswilldie? 

Iputonacleanshirt 

Andgotoworkmycontract 

Toworkfaraway 

Igobeyondthemountain 

Intothebush 

Wheretheroadsend 

Andtheriversrundry 

Whichofus 

Whichofuswillcomeback? 

Whichofus 

Whichofuswilldie? 
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Questions 

a) Whoisthepersonainthepoem?Explain. 

(2marks) 

b) Brieflydiscussthesubjectmatterinthispoem. 

(3marks) 

c) Identifytwostylisticdevicesinthepoemandshowtheireffectiveness. 

(4marks) 

d) Showhowthepersonaandtheotherssufferinthepoem.Illustrateyouranswer. 

(4marks) 

e) Whatisthedominantmoodinthepoem? 

(2marks) 

f) Isthetitleofthispoemsuitable?Explain (3marks) 

Identifyandexplainoneeconomicactivitypracticedbythepersona’scommunity. 

Readthepoembelowthenanswerthequestionsthatfollow 

THENECKLACE Fromadistance 

Fearfulofinchinganyfurther, 

Acoldsweattrickledrivulets, Makingmeshiveratnoon. 

Undaringtoapproachtheform 

Itwasoverinminutes, 

Thenecessitiesofexecutionavailed, 

Thefirestonetyre, 

Petrolinblackenedtin, 

Andignitesinnumeroushands Eachparticipantreadyandanxious, 

Tosetthemanaflame. 

Asthesmoulderingformblackened, 

Smellofsizzlingfleshfillingintheair 

Piercingthenostrils, 

Andchokingmebreathless, Iwatchedinwonder, 

Witnesstoanunwrittenlaw. 

Asthecrowddispersed, 

Thehagglingandbargainingresumed, 

Buying,sellingandcheating, 

Asmeninuniformarrived, 
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Bearingawaythecharredremains 

Questions 

a)Howrelevantisthetitleofthepoemabove? (2marks) 

b)Describethecharacteroftheexecutionistsinthepoem 

(2marks) 

c)Whatwasneededtocarryouttheexecution? (3marks) 

d)Explainthedifferenceintheuseoftheword“form”instanzaoneandstanzathree 

(2marks) 

e)(i)Whoisthepersona? (1mark) 

(ii)Whatdetersthepersonafromgettingclosertothesceneofaction? 

(1mark) 

f)Explainthemeaningofthefollowingphrasesasusedinthepoem 

(3marks) 

i)Smellofsizzlingflesh ii)Eachparticipantreadyandanxious 

iii)Witnessedtoanunwrittenlaw 

g)Whatmoodisportrayedinthepoem? (2marks) 

h)Paraphrasethelaststanza (4marks) 

Readthepoembelowandanswersthequestionsthatfollow(20MARKS) 

WEDDINGEVE 

ShouldI 

OrshouldInot 

Taketheoathtolove Forever 

ThispersonIknowlittleabout? 

Doessheloveme 

Ormycar 

Ormyfuture 

WhichIknowlittleabout? 

Willshecontinuetoloveme 

Whenthefutureshesawinme 

Crumblesandfadesintonothing 

Leavingthenakedme Tolovewithouthope? 

Willthatsmileshewears 

Lastthroughthehazardstocome 

Whenfatestrikes 

Acrossthedreamsoftomorrow? 
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Likethecleverpassengerinafaultyplane, 

Wearherlifejacket 

Andjumpouttosaveherlife 

Leavingmecrushintotheunknown? 

WhatmagiccanIuse 

Toseewhatliesbeneath 

Herangelfaceandwellknithair 

Toseeherhopesanddreams 

BeforeItakeanoath Toloveforever? 

Wearebothwisechessplayers 

Shemakesamove 

Imakeamove 

Andwetrapeachotherinoursecretdreams 

Hopingtowinagainsteachother 

EverettStanda 

QUESTION 

1. Commentonthetitleofthispoem. 3marks 

2. Explainthedilemmaofspeakerinthefirststanza. 2 marks 

3. Whatisthespeaker’sattitudetowardstheirrelationship? 

4. Discussandillustratetwocharactertraitsofthepersona. 

4marks 

5. Commentontheimageryoftheplane. 3marks 

6. Explainhowtherelationshipiscomparedtoagameofchess. 

3marks 

7. Explainthemeaningofthefollowingline:leavingthenakedme. 3marks 

Readthepoembelowandanswerthequestionsthatfollow. 

(20marks) Theinmates 

Huddledtogether 

Coldbitingtheirbones 

Teethchatteringfromthechill, 

Theairoppressive, 
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Thesmelloffensive 

Theysitandtheyreflect 

Theroomselfcontained 

Atthecornerthe‘gents’invites 

Withthenicefragranceofammonia, 

Andfreshhumandung, 

Thefreshinmatessitthoughtfully 

Verminperformaguardofhonour 

Salutinghimwithabitehere 

Andabitethere 

‘Welcometotheworld,theyseemtosay’ 

Thesteellockofthedoor 

Thewallsinsurmountable 

Andtheonetorchingtortuousbulb 

Starevacantlyathim 

Slowlyhereflectsabouttheconsignment 

Thatgavebirthtohisconfinement 

Lockedinforconductrefinement 

Thereasontheyputhiminprison 

Theclockticks 

Buttooslowly 

Fiveyearswillbealongtime 

Doomedinthedungeon Inthishellofacell 

a)Whoisthepersonainthepoem? (1mark) 

b)Brieflyexplainwhatthepoemisabout. (2marks) 

c)Identifyandillustratethreeaspectsofstyleinthepoem. 

(6marks) 

d)Giveevidencefromthepoemwhichindicatestheinmatesaresuffering. 

(3marks) 

e)Whyisthefreshinmateinprison? (2marks) 

f)Identifyandexplainthemoodofthenewconvict. (2marks) 

g)Explainthemeaningofthefollowinglinesasusedinthepoem. 

i) Thatgavebirthtohisconfinement (1mark) ii) Theroomisselfcontained (1mark) 

h)Whatdoesthesteellockinthedoorandtheinsurmountablewallssuggest? (2marks) 
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Readthefollowingpoemandthenanswerthequestionsthatfollow. 

TheCourageThatMyMotherHad 

Thecouragethatmymotherhad 

Wentwithher,andiswithherstill; 

RockandNewEnglandquarried; Nowgraniteinagranitehill. 

Thegoldenbroochmymotherwore 

Sheleftbehindformetowear; IhavenothingItreasuremore; 

Yet,itissomethingIcouldspare. 

Oh,ifinsteadshe’dlefttome Thethingshetookintothegravel! 

Thecouragelikearock,whichshe Hasnomoreneedof,andIhave. 

(Had–EdnaSt.VincentMillay) 

a)Brieflyexplainhowthepoemisabout. 

(4marks) 

b)Isthespeakermaleorfemale?Howdoyouknow? 

(2marks) 

c)Whatdoesthespeakerwishthemotherhadleftbehind?Whycan’tthewishbe fulfilled? 

(3marks) 

d)Describethecharactertraitofthemotherinthepoem. 

(2marks) 

e)Identifyandillustratetheimageryusedinthepoem. 

(4marks) 

f)Whatisthespeaker’sattitudetowardsthemotherandthegoldenbroochinthe poem.(3marks) 

g)Rewritethefollowinginyourownwords: 

(2marks) 

“Hasnomoreneedof,andIhave” 

Readthefollowingpoemandthenanswerthequestionsthatfollow. 

THEPAUPER. 

Pauper,pauper,craningyoureyes Inalldirections,innodirection! 

Whatbrutalforce,malignantelement, Daredtoforgeyourpiteousfate? 

Wasitworththeeffort,thetime? 

Youlimplyleanonaleaflesstree Nursingthejiggersthatshrivelyourbottom 

Likebabynewlyborntoanoldwoman. 

Whatcrime,whattreasondidyoucommit 

Thatyouarethuscondemnedtohumanindifference? 
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Andwhenyoutrudgeonthehornypads, 

Gulliedlikethesolesofmodernshoes, 

Padsthatevenjiggerscannotconquer; 

DoesHeadmireyoursenseofendurance 

Orturnhisheadawayfromyourimprudentpresence? 

  

Yousitaloneonhairlessgoatskins, 

Yourribsandbonesreflectingthelight Thatbeautifulcarsreflectonyou, 

Squashinglikebetweenyournails. 

Andcleaningyournailswithdrysaliva. 

  

AndwhenHelooksatthegrimycoating 

Cakingoffyouremaciatedskin, 

Attherustthatuprootsallyourteeth 

Likeapickonastonypieceofland, 

DoesHepathispaunchatthewonderfulsight? 

  

Pauper,pauper,crouchinginbeautifulverandas 

Ofbeautifulcitiesandbeautifulpeople, 

TouristsandIwilltakeyoursnapshots, 

AndyourM.P.withashiningheadandtriplechin 

Willmournyourfateinasupplementaryquestionsatquestiontime. 

(AdaptedfrompoemsfromEastAfrica,byCookandRubadiriEDS) 

i)Identifythepersonainthepoemabove. 

(2marks) ii)Whatevidencefromthepoemsuggestthatthesubjectispoor? 

(4marks)  

iii)Commentonthewriter'suseofimageryinstanzatwo. (3 marks) 

iv)Apartfromtheimageryindentifiedin(iii)above,discussanytwootherstylistic 

devicesemployedinthepoem.(4marks) 

v)Whatisthepersona'sattitudetowardstheM.P. (2marks) 
vi)Discussonethemebroughtoutinthepoem. (2marks) 
vii)Explainthemeaningofthefollowingwordsandexpressionasusedinthepoem. 

(3marks) 

a)Emaciated. 

b)Crouching. 

c)Gulliedlikethesolesofmodernshoes. 

ORALLITERARY 

Readthefollowingpoemandanswerthequestionsthatfollow. 
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DEATHISAWITCH 

Solo: Ah,whatshallIdo,Abuluhya? It’swrong 

Chorus: TodayIwillsay 

Deathisawitch,mypeople 

Itsnatchedmychild 

Iwillremainalone 

Solo: AhwhatshallIreallydo,Abuluhyaitsverywrong 

Chorus: TodayIwillsay Deathisawitch,mypeople 

Itsnatchedmychild 

Iwillweedalong 

Solo: Ah,whatshallIreallydo,Abuluhyait’swrong 

Chorus: TodayIwillsay Deathisawitch,mypeople 

Itsnatchedmychild 

Iwilldancealone 

Solo: Mychild,myfriend,IcrywhatshallIdo?Icry 

WhatshallIdo?Icryx2 

  

a)Classifytheaboveoralpoemgivingreasons. (2marks) 

  

b)Whatisthesinger’sattitudetowardsdeath? (2marks) 

c)Whattwothingsarelostwhenthissongiswrittendown?Usesuitableillustrations 

fromthesongtosupportyouranswer. 

(4marks) 

d)Identifyonecharactertraitofdeathbroughtoutinthispoem. (2 marks) 

e)Withillustrations,identifysocial-economicactivitiesofthecommunityfromwhich 

thissongisdrawn.(4marks 

Readthepoembelowandanswerthequestionsthatfollow. 

OUT-CAST 

Theymetbyaccident 

Heproposedtheidea 

Shegaveherconsent 

Allthewaytothealtar 

Thecasualtywasmale 

Andhispigmentwaspale 

Unlikehisallegedsire 

Whowasblackwithire 
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Therecoursewaslegitimate 

Hedisclaimedresponsibility Sotheyhadtoseparate 

Theboyremainsillegitimate 

Lastmonth,notlongago 

Theybothtooktheirgo 

Coincidentallybyaccident 

Nowill,noestate 

Nothingtoinherit 

Thepoorboyishardlyten 

Andknowsnonext-of-kin 

Heroamsthestreetsoftown Likeawind-sownout-cast 

G.Gathemia 

a) Brieflyexplainwhatthepoemisabout. marks) 
b) Describetwocharacterstraitsofthemotherinthepoem 

(4marks) 

c) Explainthemeaningofthefollowingasusedinthepoem. (3marks) 
(i)Disclaimed. 

(ii)Unlikehisallegedsirewhowasblackwithire 

d) Identifyandexplainoneinstanceofironyinthepoem 

(3marks) 

e) Whatisthepersona’sattitudetowardstheboyinthepoem? 

(3marks) 

(4 

f) Rewritethefollowinginyourownwords. 

(‘Theybothtooktheirgo’) 

g) Giveaproverbwhichappropriatelysummarizesthispoem. 

(2marks) 

(1marks) 

Readthefollowingoralpoemandanswerthequestionsthatfollow. 

AfterabriefstruggleIgotmyself 

Ajob 

Myfoodwasmeatandbanana flour 

Ahundredcentsamonthand soonIhadsomemoney. 

SoonafterwardsIboughtmyself 

Abeautifulgirl 

Myheartwastellingtimethis wasafortune 

https://ecolebooks.com/
https://ecolebooks.com/
https://ecolebooks.com/
https://ecolebooks.com


Ecolebooks.com   
 
 

DOWNLOAD MORE RESOURCES LIKE THIS ON ECOLEBOOKS.COM 

 

Soheartyouweredeceiving meandIbelievedyou 

OnaSaturdaymorningasIwas leavingwork 

IwasthinkingIwasbeing awaitedathome 

ButonarrivalIcouldn’tfindmybride 

Norwassheinherparentshome 

Iranfasttotherivervalley; 

WhatIsawgavemeashock. 

Therewasmywifeconversing withherlovers. 

Isatandsilentlywept. 

Irealizedthereisnoluckinthisworld. 

Peoplearen’ttrustworthyand willneverbe! 

(a) Placethissonginitsappropriategenre. (2 

Marks) 

(b) Stateandillustratetwofunctionsofthissong. 

(4Marks) 

(c) WhatevidenceistheretoshowthatthisisanOralPoem? (4Marks) 

(d) Explainbrieflywhatthepoemisabout. (2Marks) (e) Giveanytwocharactertraitsofthesinger. 

(4Marks) 

(f) Identifyandillustratetwoeconomicactivitiespracticedbythesocietyinthesong. (4Marks) 

Readthepoembelowandanswerthequestionsthatfollow. 

(20marks) 

Theearthdoesnotgetfat.ItmakesanendOfthosewhoweartheheadplumes 

Weshalldieontheearth.Theearth 

doesnotgetfat.Itmakesanendofthosewhoactswiftlyasheroes. 

Shallwedieontheearth? 

ListenOearth.Weshallmournbecauseofyou. ListenOearth.Shallwealldieontheearth? 

Theearthdoesnotgetfat.Itmakesanendof Thechiefs.Shallwedieonearth?The 

earthdoesnotgetfat.Itmakesanend Ofthewomenchiefs.Shallwedieonearth? 

Listenoearth.Weshallmournbecauseofyou. 

ListenOearth.Shallwealldieonearth? 

Theearthdoesnotgetfat.Itmakesanend 

Ofthenobles.Theearthdoesnotgetfat 

Itmakesanendoftheroyalwomen. Shallwedieonearth? 

https://ecolebooks.com/
https://ecolebooks.com/
https://ecolebooks.com/
https://ecolebooks.com


Ecolebooks.com   
 
 

DOWNLOAD MORE RESOURCES LIKE THIS ON ECOLEBOOKS.COM 

 

Theearthdoesnotgetfat.Itmakesanend ofthecommonpeople.Shallwedieontheearth? 

Theearthdoesnotgetfat.Itmakesanendofallthebeasts Shallwedieontheearth? 

Listenyouwhoareasleep,whoareleft tightlyclosedintheland.Shallweallsink 

Intotheearth?ListenO 

Earththesunissettingtightly.Weshallenterintotheearth. 

Weshallnotenterintotheearth. 

(From:'TheHeritageOfAfricanPoetry') 

a) Whatisthepoemabout? 

(3mks) 

b)Whoisthepersonainthepoem? 

(2mks) 

c)Identifyandillustrateanytwofeaturesofstyleusedinthepoem? 

(4mks) 

d)Whatisthetoneofthepersonainthepoem? 

(2mks) 

e)Whatinthepoemshowsthatdeathisindiscriminateinitsmanifestations? 

(2mks) 

f)Describethepoliticalsettingofthecommunityfromwhichthepoemoriginates. 

(2mks) 

g)Whatisthemoodofthepoem? 

(2mks) 

h)Explainwhattheexpressionsbelowmean: 

(3mks) 

i)Theearthdoesnotgetfat. 

ii)Thosewhoweartheheadplumes iii) 

Earththesunissettingtightly 

Readthepoembelowandthenanswerthequestionthatfollow. 

AFRICA 

AfricamyAfrica 

Africaofproudwarriorsintheancestralsavannah’s 

Africamygrandmothersingsof Besideherdistantriver 

Ihaveneverseenyou. 

Butmygazeisfullofyourblood. 

Yourblackspiltoverthefield. 

Thebloodofyoursweat 

Thesweatofyourtoil 

Thetoilofslavery 

Theslaveryofyourchildren. Africa,tellmeAfrica, 
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Areyouthebackthatbends. 

Liesdownundertheweightofhumbleness? Thetremblingbackstrippedred. 

Thatsaysyestothewhipsontheroadofnoon? 

Solemnlyavoiceanswersme 

“Impetuouschild,thatyoungandsturdytree. 

Thattreethatgrows. 

Theresplendidlyaloneamongwhiteandfadedflowers. 

IsAfrica,yourAfrica.Itputsforthnewshoots. 

Withpatienceandstubbornnesspoutsforthnewsshoots. 

Slowlyitsfruitsgrowtohave Thatbittertasteoffreedom. 

1.Whoisthepersona 2mks 

2.Whatisthemessageofthepoem? 3mks 

3.Identifyanythreestylisticdevicesusedinthepoem. 

6mks 

4.Whatisthetoneofthepoem? 3mks 

5.Fromtheabovepoem,explainthemeaningofthefollowinglines? 

a)’ Butthegazeisfullofyourblood.Yourbloodspiltoverthefield.’ 

1mk 

b)’Africa,myAfrica 

 AfricaofproudwarriorsintheancestralSavannah’ 1mk 

6.Butmygazeisfullofyourblood. 1mk 

(Addanappropriatequestiontag) 

7.Whatisthemeaningofthefollowingwords? 3mks 

i)Solemnly ii)Sturdy 

iii)Toil 

Readthefollowingpoemandrespondtothequestionsappropriately. 

THESMILINGORPHAN 

Andwhenshepassedaway, 

Theycame, 

Kinsmencame, 

Friendscame, 

Everybodycametomournher. 

Hospitalizedforfivemonths 

Thewardwasherworld 

Fellowpatientshercompatriots 
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Themeagerhospitalsupply-her-diet 

Whenshewasdying 

Hersonwasonofficialduty 

Thestatedemandedhisservices 

Heronlydaughter,uneducated, 

Satbyher 

Crying,prayingwaitingforananswer 

FromGodfarabove 

Wishing,shespokethelanguage 

Figuresinwhite-coatsdounderstand 

Theymatched,thefiguresdid 

Stiff,numbanddeaf,tothecriesandwishes 

Ofherdyingmother 

Asshewasdying 

FriendsandkinsmenTALKEDofher 

Howgood,howhelpful:averypracticalwoman 

Nonereachedher:theyweretoobusy,therewawsnomoney, 

Whowouldlookaftertheirhomes? Wasitsocrucialtheirpresence? 

Butwhenshepassedaway,theycame, 

Kinsmencame,friendshiredcarstocome, 

Neighboursgatheredtomournher, 

Theyoughttobethere,tobethereforthefuneral 

Sotheyswore 

Themournersshriekedoutcries 

Astheyarrivedinthebusycompoundofthedead. 

Memoriesoflovedonesnomore Stimulatedtearsofmany. 

Theycrieddutifultearsforthedeceased 

Nowstretchingtheirhandsallovertohelp 

Thedaughterlookedatthem Withdryeyes,quiet,blank 

Themournerspinchedeachother Shockedbythestone–

heartedness Ofthebe-orphaned. 

Shesat:watchingthetearssoaktheirgarments 

Orinthesoilaroundthem;wasted Thatnight,shewenttoherlove, 

Inthefreshlymadeemergencygrasshut, 
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AndletloosealltiesoftheConvectionalDressshewore SubmittingtotheGreatPower,shewhispered: 

‘Now………………. 

YouandImustknowNow…………. Tomorrowyoumightneverunderstand 

Unabletolickmytears…………….. 

Andtherewaslight 

Inthedarknessofthehut 

Whileoutside 

Themournerscried 

LouderthantheOrphan 

ByGraceBirabwaIsharaza 

Questions 

a)Whoisthepersonainthepoem? (2marks) 

Readthefollowingpoemandrespondtothequestionsappropriately. ‘STILLIRISE’ 

Youmaywritemedowninhistory 

Withyourbitter,twistedlies, Youmaytrodmeintheverydirt 

Butstill,likedust,I’llrise. 

Doesmysassinessupsetyou? 

Whyareyoubesetwithgloom? ‘CauseIwalklikeI’vegotoilwells’ 

Pumpinginmylivingroom. 

Justlikemoonsandlikesuns, 

Withthecertainityoftides Justlikehopesspringinghigh, 

StillI’llrise. 

Didyouwanttoseemebroken? 

Bowedheadandloweredeyes? 

Shouldersfallingdownliketeardrops. Weakenedbymysoulfulcries. 

Doesmyhaughtinessoffendyou? 

Don’tyoutakeitawfulhard 

‘causeIlaughlikeI’vegotgoldmines Diggin’inmyownbackyard. 

Youm,ayshootmewithyourword 

Youmaycutmewithyoureyes, Youmaykillmewithyourhatefulness, 

Butstill,likeair,I’llrise. 
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Outofthehurtsofhistory’sshame 

Irise 

Upfromapastthat’srootedinpain 

Iraise 

I’mablackocean,leapingandwide, 

WellingandswellingIbear 

Inthetide 

Leavingbehindnightsofterrorandfear 

Irise 

Intoadaybrakethatiswondrouslyclear 

Irise 

Bringingthegiftsthatmy 

Ancestorsgame, 

Iamthedreamandthe 

Hopeoftheslave 

Irise 

Irise 

Irise 

Adaptedfrom:MayaAngelous’STILLIRISE(1978) 

1.Withsupportfromthepoem,brieflyexplainwhatthepoemisabout. (3marks) 

2.Identifythreechallengesthatthespeakerinthepoemcontendswith. (3marks) 

3.Whatistheattitudeofthespeakertowardsthesechallenges? 

(2marks) 

4.Identifyandillustratefiguresofspeechfromthepoemabove.Commentontheir effectiveness.

 (4marks) 

5.Otherthanthestylein(4)above,identifyandillustrateothertwostylisticdevices employedbythepoet. 

(4marks) 

6.Explainthemeaningofthefollowingphrasesastheyareusedinpoem. 

(3marks) 

a)‘CauseIlaughI’vegotgoldmines’ 

b)‘Butstill,likedust,I’llrise’. 

c)IamBlackOcean,leapingandwide. 

7.Supplythefollowingsentencewithethecorrectquestiontag. 

(1mark) 

Iamthedreamandthehopeoftheslave. 

Readthefollowingpoemandanswerthequestionsthatfollow. 

IWENTTOCHURCH. 

Iwenttochurchtoday. YesIwentandprayedforall 

Friendsandfoesalike. Deadandthosealive. 
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Ialsoprayedhard. 

Forthesoulofthatsoldier. Whogotshort. 

Fightingforourmotherland 

WhileIshothotlifeintohiswife. 

AndIprayedtoGodtoo 

ThatIlivelong Togoandprayagain 

Questions. 

a) Whatisthepoemabout? (4marks) 

b) Identifyandillustrateanytwocharactertraitsofthespeaker. 

(4marks) 

c)Identifyandillustratethreepoeticdevicesusedinthepoem. 

(6marks) 

d)Whatisthemeaningofthefollowinglinesasusedinthepoem. 

(2marks) 

i)WhileIshothotlifeintohiswife. 

ii)ThatIlivelongtogoandprayagain. 

e)i)Whatisthetoneofthepoem (2marks) 

 ii)Explaintheoverridingmoodofthepoem. (2marks) 

1. Readthepoembelowandthenanswerthequestionthatfollows. 

(20mark) 

THEPRESS 

SoWhatisthemountaindeal? Abouttheminister’sailingson 

Thatmakesboilingnews? 

Howcomeitwasnotwhispered? 

WhenTina’shospitalbedwascrawledwithmaggots 

Andhereyesoozedpus 

Becausethedoctorslackedgloves? 

WhataboutKasajja’sonlychild Whodiedbecausethemanwiththekey 

Totheoxygenroomwasonleave? 

Ihaveseenqueues 

Ofemaciatedmothersclingingto 

Babieswithtranslucentskins 

Faintinline 

Andthelionessofanurse 

https://ecolebooks.com/
https://ecolebooks.com/
https://ecolebooks.com/
https://ecolebooks.com


Ecolebooks.com   
 
 

DOWNLOAD MORE RESOURCES LIKE THIS ON ECOLEBOOKS.COM 

 

Commandingtersely 

‘Getuporlivetheline’ 

Didn’tIhearitrumoredthat 

Themanwiththewhitemane 

Usheredarapecaseoutofcourt Becausetheseven-

year-old Failedtotestify? 

Anyway,Ionlyrememberedthesethings 

EhenIdrink 

Theyindeedtipsyexplosions. 

SusanNalugwaKiguli 

AdoptedByfrom:Echoesacrossthevalley. 

Questions 

a) Identifyandexplainthesocialevilsdealtwithinthepoem. 

(6marks) 

b) Pickoutthreepoeticdevicesevidentinthispoemandcommentontheir significance.

 (6marks) 

c) Commentonthetoneofthepoem. (2marks) 

d) Isthetitlesignificant?Whyorwhynot? (2marks) 

e) Explaintheironyofthepoem? (2marks) 

f) Explainthemeaningofthefollowingwords: 

marks) 

i)Crawled ii)Ushered 

(2 

Readthepoembelowandanswerthequestionsthatfollow. 

marks) 

TheirCity Cityinthesun 

withoutanywarmth 

exceptforwanaotosheka 

andthetouristsescaping 

fromcivilizedboredom 

SitundertheTree 

anySaturdaymorning 

andwatchthenewAfricans, 

(20 

theanxiousfaces 

behindthesteeringwheels 

inhirepurchasecars 

seethemlookingimportant inatinycorner 

behindthechauffeur 
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Wehaveseenthem inanightmare, 

thethicksetdirectors 

ofseveralcompanies; wehaveseenthem 

strugglingundertheweight 

ofaheavylunch onaMondayafternoon 

cuttingatape 

toopenabuilding, wehaveseenthem 

lookingovertheir gold-rimmedglasses 

toreadaspeech Andinthesmallhours 

betweenonedayandthenext 

wehavestrolledthrough 

thedesertedstreets 

andseenstrangefigures 

underbougainvilleabushes 

intrafficislands figureshardlyhuman 

snoringawayinto thecoldwindsofthenight; 

desperatelydyingtolive. 

(LennardOkola) 

Questions.  

a)Whoisthepersonainthepoem? (2marks) 

b)Explainwhatthepoemisabout. (3marks) 

c)Whatisachievedbyrepetitionof“Wehaveseenthem”? 

marks) 

(2 

d)Identifyandexplaintwothematicconcernsofthepoet. 

marks) 

(4 

e)Whyarethe“newAfricans”saidtohaveanxiousfaces? marks) 
f)Explainthemeaningoftheexpression; figureshardlyhuman 

(2 

 desperatelydyingtolive. (2marks) 

g)Howdoesthepersonaportraytherich? (2marks) 

h)Describethetoneinthepoem. (3marks) 

Readthepoembelowandanswerthequestionsthatfollow. (20 marks) 

Westerncivilization Sheetsoftinnailedtoposts 

drivenintheground makeupthehouse 

Someragscomplete 
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Theintimatelandscape 

Thesunslantingthroughthecracks welcomestheowner. 

Aftertwelvehoursofslave labour 

Breakingrock shiftingrock 

breakingrock shiftingrock 

fairweather wetweather 

breakingrock shiftingrock 

Oldagecomesearly 

amatondarknights 

isenoughwhenhedies 

gratefully ofhunger 

Questions. 

a)Whatisthepoemabout? (4marks) 

b)Identifyandillustratetwofeaturesofstyleusedinthepoem. 

(4marks) 

c)Whatdoesthefifthstanzasuggestabouttheworkdoneby“he”? 

(2marks) 

d)Whatbasicrequirementsdoesthe“he”inthepoemlack? 

(3marks) 

e)Whydoyouthinkthe“he”dies“gratefully”? (1mark) 

f)Describetwothemesbroughtoutinthepoem. (4 marks) 

g)Explainthemeaningof“Oldagecomesearly” (1marks) 

h)Supplyawordthatmeansthesameashungerasusedinthepoem. (1mark 

Readthepoembelowandanswerthequestionsthatfollow. 

Beggarinthethreeapiece. 

MyJumbo 

Shotitsway 

Acrossthesky 

Todistantlands 

Acrossblueseas 

Idescendedtheladder 

Toawaitingribbon 
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Ofblood-redcarpet 

Aquickglanceatmy 

Threepiecesuitandthetie 

Thatbeautifullystrangledmyneck. 

Onmylefthandhang 

Mybeadedknobkerry 

OnmyrightIclutched 

Myrustyinter-nationBeggingBowl 

OnmyfaceIworehumilityandneed Andofcoursedignity. 

Sir,thedearthoffood 

Hadrenderedmypeoplethin 

Andhungry 

Scoopusalittle 

Youknow Justlittle 

Tokeepthemtillnextrains. 

ButSir,beggars Inthreepiece 

Areararesight Butyoursuitisbeautiful 

Honestly. 

Nowmysuit 

Whichcostmeafortune 

InaParisianTexture 

Hasdeniedmeafortune 

Andmycountrymen,life. 

By.L.O.Sunkuli. 

(a)Whoisthepersonainthepoem? (3marks) (b)Whatisthesubjectmatterofthispoem? (4marks) 

(c)Explainthesatireinthispoemandcommentonitseffectiveness. (4marks) 

(d)Describethetoneofthispoem. (3marks) (e)Explainwhatthelaststanzaimplies. (3marks) 

(f)Explainthemeaningofthefollowingliensasusedinthepoem. 

(3marks) 

i)MyJumbo 

Shotitsway 

Acrossthesky ii)Thatbeautifullystrangledmyneck. 

iii)Tokeepthemtillnextrains. 

Readthepoembelowandanswerquestionsthatfollow. 
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Whitechildmeetsblackman 

ShecaughtmeoutsideaLondon 

Suburbanshop,I,likeagiraffe 

Andsheamouse.Itriedtogo 

Butfeltshestood 

Lovelyaslightonmyback 

Iturnedwithhello Andwaited.Hereyesgot 

Widerbutnotherlips. 

HelloIsmiledagainandwatched. 

Shesteppedaroundme 

Slowly,inakindofdance, Herwideeyessearching 

Inchbyinchupanddown: 

Nofurnoscalesnofeathers 

Noshell.Justalivesilhouette, 

Wildandstrange 

Andcompulsive 

Tillmothercamehorrified 

'Mummyishistummyblack?' 

Mothergraspedherandswung 

Towardthecrowd.Shetangled Mother’slegslookingbackatme 

AsIwatchedthembirdsweresinging. 

JamesBerry(Jamaica)  
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QUESTIONS 

(a)Brieflyexplainwhatthepoemisabout. (3mks) 

(b)Explainwhatthereactionofthewhitechildmakesthepersonafeel. (4mks) 

(c)Compareandcontrastthereactionsofthemotheranddaughtertotheblackman. (6mks) 

(d)Identifyandexplainanytwofiguresofspeechusedinthispoem. (4mks) 

(e)Explainthesignificanceofthelastlineofthepoem. (3mks) 

ReadthePoembelowandanswerthequestionsthatfollow: 

(20Marks) 

TheTwist 

Inalittleshantytown 

Wasonanightlikethis 

Girlsweresittingdown 

Aroundthetown Likethis 

Somewereyoung 

Andsomewerebrown Ievenfoundamiss 

Whowasblackandbrown 

Andreallydid 

Thetwist 

Watchhermoveherwrist 

Andfeelyourbellytwist 

Feelthehungerthunder 

Whenherhipbonestwist 

Trytoholdher,keepherunder 

Whilethejukeboxhiss 

Twistthemusicoutofhunger Onanightlikethis 

a) What is the poem about? 

(3marks) 

b) Identify three senses that the poem appeals to. 

(3Marks) 

c) Whatisthemainthemeofthispoem? 

(2Marks) 

d) Whatistheattitudeofthepersonatowardsthegirlsmentionedinthepoem? 
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(2Marks) 

e) Identifythreepoeticdevicesusedinthepoem. (6marks) 

f) Whataretheachievementsofthepersonaonthisnight? 

(2marks) 

g) Explainthemeaningof: 

i)……amiss(whowasbrownandblack). 

(1Marks) ii)Twistthemusicoutofhunger. 

(1Marks) 

Readthepoembelowandthenanswerthequestionthatfollow. 

(20marks) 

DEATHOFMYFATHER 

Hissunkencheeks,hisinward-lookingeyes, 

Thesarcastic,scornfulsmileonhislips 

Theunkempt,matted,greyhair, Thehard,coarsesand-paperhands, 

Spokeeloquentlyofthelifehehadlived. ButIdidnotmournforhim. 

Thehammer,thesawandtheplane, Thesewerehistoolsandhisdamnation, 

Hissweatwashisointmentandhisperfume. 

Hefashioneddiningtables,chairs,wardrobes, 

Andallthewoodenlovesofcoloniallife. No,Ididnotmournforhim. 

Hebuiltcolonialmansions, 

Huge,unwieldy,arrogantconstructions; 

Buthesquattedinasicklymud-house, 

Withhischildrenhuddledstuntedly, Underthebed-bugbedhesharedwithMother. 

Icouldnotmournforhim. 

Ihadalreadyinherited 

Hisprematureold-agelook, 

Ihadimbibedhisfrustration; 

Buthisdreamsoffreedomandhappiness Hadbecomemysong,mylove. 

So,Icouldnotmournforhim. 

No,Ididnotshedanytears; 
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Myfather’sdeadlifestilllivesinme, Helivesinmyson,myfather, 

Iammyfatherandmyson. 

Iwillawakenhissleepyhopesandyearnings, 

ButIwillnotmournforhim, Iwillnotmournforme. 

a) Identifythepersona. (2marks) 

b) Whatisthepoemtalkingabout? (3marks) 

c) Commentonthealliterationthatisusedinthepoem? 

(2marks) 

d) Apartfromalliteration,identifyandexplainanyothertwoaspectsofstylethat thepoethasused. 

(4marks) 

e) Whatreasondoesthepersonagivefornotmourninghisfather’sdeath? 

(3marks) 

f) Whatisthefather’sprofessionfromthepoem?(1mark) 

g) Explainthemeaningofthefollowinglinesasusedinthepoem:(3marks) 

i)Thehard,coarsesand-paperhands, 

Spokeeloquentlyofthelifehehadlived. ii)Hisprematureold-agelook, 

iii) Iwillawakenhissleepyhopesandyearnings, 

h) Whatistheattitudeofthepersonatowardshisfather’slife?(2marks) 

Readthefollowingpoemandanswerthequestionsthatfollow. 

TheGourdofFriendship. 

Whereisthecuriositywe'velostindiscovery? 

Whereisthediscoverywe'velostinknowledge? 

Whereistheknowledgewe'velostincommunication? 

Whereisthecommunicationwe'velostinmassmedia? 

Andwhereisthecommunitywe'velostinallthese? 

Whereisthemessagewe'velostinthemedium? 

Itiseasytogotothemoon: 

There,therearenopeople. 

Itiseasiertocountthestars: 

Theywillnotcomplain. 

Buttheroadtoyourneighbour'sheart-whohassurveyedit? 

Theformulatoyourbrother'shead-Whohasdevisedit? 

Thegourdthatdoesn'tspillfriendship-Inwhosegardenhasitevergrown? 
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YouneverknowdespairUntilyou'velosthope; 

YouneverknowyouraspirationUntilyou'veseenothersdisillusionment. 

Peaceresidesintheheartsofmen. 

Notinconferencetablesanddelegatessignatures. 

Truefriendshipneverdies-Itgrowsstrongerthemoreitisused. ByRichardNtiru 

 1.Explainthemeaningofthepoem (3marks) 

2.Discusstheuseoftherhetoricalquestionsinthepoem. (3 marks) 

 3.Describethetoneofthispoem (3marks) 

4.Identifyandexplaintwootherstylisticdevices(apartfromtherhetorical 

 questions) (4marks) 

 5.Explainthemeaningoftheselines. (4marks) 

i) "whereisthecuriositywehavelostindiscovery". 

ii) "Buttheroadtoyourneighbour'sheart-whohassurveyedit?" 

(marks) 

6.Whatdoesthepersonathinkaboutrelationships? 

marks) 

(2 

7.Explaintheappropriatenessofthetitle. (1mark) 

1. Readthepoembelowandanswerthequestionsbelow.(20marks) ThemeforEnglishB. 

Theinstructorsaid, 

Gohomeandwriteapagetonight. 

Andletthatpagecomeoutofyou. Then,itwillbetrue. 

Iwonderifitisthatsimple? 

Iamtwenty-two,colored,borninWinston-Salem. 

Iwentthere,thenDurham,thenhere TothiscollegeonthehillaboveHarlem, 

Iamtheonlycoloredstudentinmyclass. 

ThestepsfromthehillleaddownintoHarem, 

Throughapark,thenIcrossStNicholas, 

EighthAvenue,seventh,andIcometotheY 

TheHarlemBranchY,whereItaketheelevator Uptomyroom,sitdown,andwritethispage: 

It’snoeasytoknowwhatistrueforyouorme Attwenty-two,myage.ButIguessI’mwhat 

Ifeelandseeandhear.Harlem,Ihearyou: 

Hearyou,hearme-wetwo-you,talkonthispage. 

(IhearNewYork,too)me-who? 
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Well,Iliketoeat,sleep,drink,andbeinlove. 

Iliketowork,read,learnandunderstandlife. IlikeapipeforaChristmaspresent, 

Orrecords-Bessie,bop,orBach. 

Iguessbeingcoloreddoesn’tmakemenotlike Thesamethingsotherfolkslikewhoareotherraces. 

SowillmypagebecoloredthatIwrite? 

Beingme,itwillnotbewhite. 

ButitwillbeApartofyou,instructor. 

Youarewhite 

Yetapartofme,asIampartofyou. 

That’sAmerican. 

Sometimesperhapsyoudon’twanttobepartofme. 

NordoIoftenwanttobepartofyou. Butweare,that’strue! 

AsIlearnfromyou, 

Iguessyoulearnfromme-Althoughyouareolder-andwhite-Andsomewhatmore free. 

ThisismypageforEnglishB. (LangstoneHughes) 

Questions. 

a) Whoisthespeakerinthepoem?Illustrateyouranswer. 

2mks 

b) Identifytwothemesinthepoem.Explain. 4mks 

c) Describethemoodofthepoem?Whatdetailscontributeorhelpestablishthat mood? 2mks 

d) Whatpointdoesthespeakerseektomakebylistingthethingsthatheorshe likes? 2mks 

e) Whatisthetoneofthepoem?Explain 2mks 

f) Identifytheuseofpersonificationinthepoem. 

2mks 

g) Inwhatwaysisthespeakerandtheaddresseesimilaranddifferent? 

2mks 

h) Describetherelationshipbetweenthepersonaandtheaddressee 2mks 

i) i)“Iwonderifitisthatsimple.”Rewriteasayes/noquestion. 

ii)Rewritethefollowingbeginningwith:neither.... 

Youdon’twanttobepartofme.NordoIoftenwanttobepartofyou lmk 
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Readthefollowingpoemandanswerthequestionsthatfollow. 

(20Marks) 

OperatingRoom,By JohnReed 

Sunlight floodstheshinymany-windowedplace, 

Coldlyglintingonflawlesssteelunderglass, Andblaringimperiallyonthespatteredgules 

Wherekneelingmengruntastheyswabthefloor. 

Startledeyesofnursesswishbynoiselessly, 

Orderlieswithcroppedheadsswaggerlikemurderers; 

Andthreesurgeons,robedandmaskedmysteriously, 

Loungegossipingofguts,andwishitwerelunch-time. 

Beyondtheporcelaindoor,screamingmountscrescendo 

Case4001comingoutoftheether, 

Bornagainhalfaman,tospendhislifeinbed. 

 a)Describethesettingofthepoem. (3marks) 

b)Brieflyexplainwhatthepoemistalkingabout. 

(4marks) 

c)Whoisthepersonainthepoem? 

(2marks) 

d)Illustratetheuseofthefollowingstylesandstatetheireffectiveness. 

(4marks) 

a.Metaphor ii.Hyperbole 

 e)Whatisthetoneofthepoem? (2marks) 

 f)Discussthegeneralmoodofthepoem. (2marks) 

g)Whydothemengruntastheyswabthefloor? (1 mark) 

h)Explainthemeaningofthefollowingphrasesasusedinthepoem. 

(2marks) 

i)Robedandmaskedmysteriously ii)Case40001comingoutofether 

Readthepoembelowandanswerthequestionsthatfollow THEWARLORD 

Cut,thrust,plunge 

Slash,slit,stab 

Starve,maim,shoot 

Torch,burn,scar 
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Thetrumpetsheraldyouwithregalglory 

Epaulettesglistenandmedalsgleam 

Plunder,lootandsteal 

Blind,brand,rape 

Curse,crush,kidnap 

Smash,torture,kill 

Yourarrivaliswelcomedwithcarpetsofsteel 

Ramrodbackedyoursubjectshailyou 

Bind,bludgeon,bury 

Garotte,impale,castrate 

Order,imprison,enslave 

Censor,cajoleanddestroy 

Yourscarletcapebillowsasyousensefreshconverts Evermoreshrilltheirpraisesgrow. 

Barren,bleak,blackened 

Shattered,sterile,stricken 

Torn,poisoned,defiled 

Bloodied,emtombed,rotting 

Theprizepresentedonsomestolensilver 

Amaggotriddledremnantofaoncesereneworld. 

Questions 

(a)Brieflyexplainwhatthepoemistalkingabout. (3mks) 

(b)Whatistheattitudeofthepersonatothewarlord?Elaborateyouranswer. (2mks) 
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Explaintherelevanceofhavingseparatedwordsforstanzaone,three,fiveand 

 seven. (3mks) 

(c)Explaintheironyinthepoem. (3mks) 

(d)Whatisthemeaningofthefollowinglinesasusedinthepoem? 

(i)Thetrumpetsheraldyouwithregalglory. 

 Epaulettesglistenandmedalsgleam. (2mks) 

(ii)Theprizepresentedonsomestolensilver. 

Amaggotriddledremnantofaoncesereneworld. 

(2mks) 

(e)Apartfromirony,whichotherstylisticdevicehasbeenusedinthepoem? (2mks) 

(f)Identifyonethematicconcernofthepoem. (3mks) 

Readthepoembelowandthenanswerthequestionsthatfollow. (20 marks) 

ATAXDRIVERONDEATHBED.(ByTimothyWangusa) 

WhenwithpropheticeyeIpeerintothefuture 

IseethatIshallperishuponthisroad 

DrivingmenthatIdonotknow 

ThismetallicmonsterthatInowdictate, 

Thisdocileelaboratehorse, 

Thatinsilenceseemstosimmerandstrain Shallsurelyrevoltsometemptingday. 

Thusushalldie:notthatIcare 

Foranyman’sjourney, 

Norforproprietorsgain 

Noryetfortheloveofmyown. 

NotforthesedoIattempttheforbiddenlimits. Forthosedeftthetraffic-manandthecoldcell, 

Riskingeverythingforthelittlelittlemore. 

Theyshallsay,Iknow,whopickupmybones ‘Poorchap,anothervictimtotheruthlessmachine” 

concealingmybloodunderthemetal. 

Questions. 

a)Whatisthispoemabout? (3marks) 

b)Whatistheattitudeofthepersonatowardhisfate? (2marks) 

c)Withillustrationidentifythepersonainthepoem. (2marks) 

d)Whatistheironyinthepoem? (2marks) 

e)Withillustrationsidentifyandcommentonanyothertwostylisticdevicesusedinthe poem. (6marks) 

f)Commentonthefollowingline. 
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 ‘poorchap,anothervictimtotheruthlessmachine? (2marks) 

g)Howwillthepersona’sdeathcomeabout? (2marks) 

h)Givethepoemanothertitle. (1mark) 

Readthepoembelowandanswerthequestionsthatfollow. 

YourCigaretteBurnttheSavannahGrass. 

Come 

Listentoaboilingpot torchitsheartandtellme 

Whatdoyouhear? thesunsentdownsowersofit 

thatburnttocinderyoureddyingconscience 

theearthatthetouchofyourfingers cracked 

Colourmeltsatyourstare Orangewhiteblurredandall 

arethesametoyou 

Yourcigaretteburntthesavannahgrass ThescorpionbitmeandIcried. 

CharlesOwuor 

i)Identifyandillustratedanythreeappealsthepersonaputsacrosstohisadversary 

(3marks) 

ii)Whatisthesubjectmatterofthispoem? (3marks) 

iii)Identifyandexplainanythreeaspectsofstyleandexplaintheirfunctions. 

(6marks) 

iv)Explainthemeaningofthefollowinglines. (4marks) 

(a)‘Come 

Listentoaboilingpot’ 

(b)‘thesunsentdownshowersofitthatburnttocinderyoureddyingconscience! 

(v)Whatisthemoodofthepoem? (2marks) 

(vi)Whatisthepersona’sattitudetowardshisadversary? (2 marks) 

Readthepoembelowandanswerthequestionsthatfollow: THEVILLAGEWELL 

Bythewell, 

Wherefreshwaterstillquietlywhisper 

AswhenI 

FirstaccompaniedMotherandfilledmybabygourd, 

Bythiswell, 

Wheremanyaneveningitscleanwatercleanedme; 

Thissilentwell 

DreadedhauntofthelonghairedMusambwa 

https://ecolebooks.com/
https://ecolebooks.com/
https://ecolebooks.com/
https://ecolebooks.com


Ecolebooks.com   
 
 

DOWNLOAD MORE RESOURCES LIKE THIS ON ECOLEBOOKS.COM 

 

Whobasked 

Inthemid-daysunrecliningontherock 

WhereInowsit 

Wellingupwithmanypoignantmemories; 

Thisspot, 

Whichhasrungwiththepurityofchildlaughter; 

Thisspot, 

Whereeyespokesecretlytorespondingeye; 

Thisspot, 

Whereheartspoundedmadlyinmanyabreast; 

Bythiswell, 

Over-hungbyleafybranchesofshelteringtrees 

Ifirstnoticedher 

Isawherinthecoolofred,redevening 

Isawher 

AsifIhadnotseenherathousandtimesbefore 

Bythiswell 

Myeyesaskedforlove,andmyheartwentmad. 

Istuttered 

Andmurmuredmyfirstwordsoflove 

Andcupped 

Withmyhands,theintoxicationthatwereherbreasts 

Inthiswell, 

Intheclearwatersofthiswhisperingwell, 

Thesilentmoon 

Witnessedwithasmileourinviolatevows 

Thekisses 

Thatleftusweakandbreathless. 

Itisdark. 

Itisdarkbythewellthatstillwhispers. 

Itisdarker 

Itisutterdarknessintheheartthatbleeds 

Bythiswell 

Wheremagichasevaporatedbutmemorieslinger. 

Ofdampdeath 
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Therottingfoliagereeks, 

Andthebranches 

Aregrotesquetalonsofhungryvultures, 

Forsheisdead 

TheoneIfirstlovedbythiswell. 

Questions: 

 (i)Whoisthepersonainthispoem? (2marks) 

(ii)Whatisthesignificantofthewelltothepersona? (4 marks) 

 (iii)Identifyimageryinthepoem. (2marks) 

(iv) Explainthemeaningofthefollowinglinesasusedinthepoem. 

(a)DreadedhauntofthelonghairedMusambwa. (2marks) (b)Isawherinthecoolofared,redevening. 

(2marks) 

 (c)Itisdarkbythewellthatstillwhispers. (2marks) 

(v)Commentonthechangeofmoodinthelasttwostanzas. 

(4marks) 

(vi)Whatistheattitudeofthepersonatowardsdeath? (2 marks) 

Readthepoembelowandanswerthequestionsthatfollow. 

(20marks) 

OldandNew 

Shewentupthemountaintopluckwildherbs, 

Shecamedownthemountainandmetherformerhusband, 

Shekneltdownandaskedherformerhusband, 

“Whatdoyoufindyournewwifelike?” 

“Mynewwife,althoughhertalkisclever, 

Cannotcharmmeasmyoldwifecould, 

Inbeautyoffacethereisnotmuchtochoose, 

Butinusefulnesstheyarenotatallalike, 

Mynewwifecomesinfromtheroadtomeetme, 

Myoldwifealwayscamedownfromhertower.* Mynewwifeiscleveratembroideringsilk; 

Myoldwifewasgoodatplainsewing. Ofsilkembroideryonecandoaninchaday; 

Ofplainsewing,morethanfivefeet. 

Puttinghersilksbythesideofyoursewing, Iseethatthenewwillnotcomparewiththeold.” 

Anonymous1stCenturyB.C. 

Questions 

a.Whatisthepoemabout? (3marks) 

b.Withillustrationsidentifyonesimilarityanddifferenceinthetwowives. 

(4marks) 
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c.Commentonanytwopoeticdevicesusedinthepoem. (6 marks) 

d.Explainthemeaningofthefollowinglines. 

“Mynewwife,althoughhertalkisclever,cannotcharmmeasmyoldwife” 

(3marks) 

e.Identifyaspectsofsociallifenoticeableinthepoem. 

marks) 

(3 

f.Whatisthetoneofthepoem? (3marks) 

Readthepoemgivenbelowandanswerthequestionsthatfollow. 

THATOTHERLIFE 

(ByEverettMStanda) 

Ihaveonlyfaintmemories 

Memoriesofthosedayswhenallourjoyfulmoment 

Inhappiness,sorrowanddreams 

Weresosynchronized 

Thatwewereinspiritandflesh Onesoul; 

Ihaveonlyfaintmemories 

Whenwesaweachother’simageeverywhere; 

Thefriends,therelatives, 

Thegiftofflowers,clothesandtreats, 

Theeveningwalkswherewepraisedeachother, 

Likelittlechildreninlove; 

Irememberthedreamsaboutchildren 

Thefriendlyneighborsandrelatives 

Themoney,thefarmsandcows 

Allwerethepleasuresaheadinmind 

Wishingforthedayoffinalunion 

Whenthedreamswillcometrue 

Onthatdayfinalunion 

Wepromisedeachotherpleasuresandcare 

Andeverythinggoodunderthesun 

Asadailyreminderthatyouandmewereoneforever. 

QUESTIONS 

a) Whatdoesthedayofthefinalunionmeantothepersona? 

(3marks) 

b) Whatfaintmemoriesdoesthepersonahave,accordingtothepoem? (3marks) 

c) Whatisthepersona’sattitudetowardstheirmarriage? 

(2marks) 
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d) Explainthefollowingexpressionsasusedinthepoem 

(i)Happiness,sorrowanddreamsweresosynchronized............ 

(2marks) 

(ii).......praisedeachotherlikechildreninlove 

(2marks) 

(iii)Allwerepleasuresaheadinmind. 

(2marks) 

e) Identifytwoaspectsofstyleusedinthispoemandexplaintheireffectiveness. 

(4marks) 

f) Whatisthemoodofthepoem (2marks) 

Readthepoembellowandanswerthequestionthatfollows 

 Mygrandmother byElizabethJennings 

Shekeptanantiqueshop-oritkepther. 

AmongApostlespoonsandBristolglasses, 

Thefadedsilks,theheavyfurniture, 

Shewatchedherownreflectioninthebrass 

Salversandsilverbowls,asiftoprove 

Polishwasall,therewasnoneedforlove. 

AndIrememberhowIoncerefused 

Togooutwithher,sinceIwasafraid. 

Itwasperhapsawishnottobeused 

Likeantiqueobjects.Thoughsheneversaid 

Thatshewashurt,Istillcouldfeeltheguilt Ofthatrefusal,guessinghowshefelt. 

Later,toofrailtokeepashop,sheput 

Allherbestthingsinonelong,narrowroom. 
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Theplacesmeltold,ofthingstoolongkeptshut, 

Thesmellofabsenceswhereshadowscome Thatcan’tbepolished.Therewasnothingthen 

Togiveherownreflectionbackagain. 

AndwhenshediedIfeltnogriefatall, OnlytheguiltofwhatIoncerefused. 

Iwalkedintoherroomamongthetall 

Sideboardsandcupboards-thingssheneverused 

Butneeded:andnofinger-markswerethere, Onlythenewdustfallingthroughtheair. 

a)Identifythepersonaintheabovepoem. (2mks) 

b)Innoteform,summarizewhateachstanzaistalkingabout (4mks). 

c)Identifyandbrieflyexplaintheuseofanytwoimagesinthepoem (4mks) 

d)Whatdoesthepersonafeeltowardsthesubjectmatter? (2mks) 

e)Whatdothefollowinglinesmeaninthepoem? (2mks) 

“toofrailtokeepashop” 

“Onlythenewdustfallingthroughtheair” 

f)Describethetonethepersonausesinthepoemabove (2mrks) 

g)Explaintheparadoxintheline: (2mks) 

-thingssheneverused Butneeded: 

h)Explainthepersona’ssenseofguilt? (2mrks) 

Readthepoembelowthenanswerthequestionsthatfollow. 

RidingChineseMachines Therearebeastsinthiscity 

theycreakandtheycrank andgroanfromfirstdawn 

whentheirAfrican-tonguedmasterswake 

toguidethemlaxandhuman-handed throughthelaterush 

whenthey‘rehandleddownandun-animated 

stillaswesleep,toweringorbowing alwaysheavy 

Wepourcementthroughthecities 

towns,throughthewild onwards,outwards 

likefingersofeagerhands 

stretchedacrosstheearth dugin 
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Thelionsinvestigate andburiedmarvelrumbles 

squeezedforprogress 

ByLiyouMesfinLibsekal 

Questions 

(a)Brieflydescribewhatthepoemisabout. (3mks) 

(b)Explainhowthepoetfeelstowardsthebeastsinthecity. (2mks) 

(c)Identifytwopoeticdevicesemployedbythepoetinthepoem.(4mks) 

(d)Explaintheironyofthetypeofdevelopmentdescribedinthepoem (3mks) 

(e)Explainthemeaningofthefollowinglinesinthepoem. (4mks) 

i) WhentheirAfrican-tonguedmasterswaketoguidethem. 

ii) Thelionsinvestigateandburiedmarvelrumblessqueezedforprogress. 

(f)Identifyandexplainonethemetackledinthepoem. (2mks) 

(g)Explainthesignificanceofthetitletothepoem. (2mks) 

Readthepoembelowandanswerthequestionsthatfollow. 

“Sympathy” 

Iknowwhatthecagedbirdfeels,alas! 

Whenthesunisbrightontheuplandslopes; 

Whenthewindstirssoftthroughthespringinggrass 

Andtheriverflowslikeastreamofgrass; 

Whenthefirstbirdsingsandthefirstbudopes, Andthefaintperfumefromitspetalssteals– 

Iknowwhatthecagedbirdfeels! 

Iknowwhythecagedbirdbeatsitswing 

Tillitsbloodisredonthecruelbars; 

Forhemustflybacktohisperchandcling 

Whenheratherwouldbeonthebrancha–swing; 

Andapainstillthrobsintheold,oldscars Andtheypulseagainwithakeenersting– 

Iknowwhyhebeatshiswing! 

Iknowwhythecagedbirdsings,ahme, 

Whenhiswingisbruisedandhisbosomsore, 

Whenhebeatshisbarsandwouldbefree; 

Itisnotasongofjoyorglee, 

Butaprayerthathesendsfromhisheart’sdeepcore, 

Butaplea,thatupwardtoheavenhefings– Iknowwhythecagedbirdsings! 
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(AdaptedfromthepoembyLaurenceDonbarin‘American 

NegroPoetry’editedbyArnaBomtemps.NewYork:HillandWaug 

1974) 

Questions 

 a)Explainbrieflywhatthepoemisabout. (3marks) 

 b)Whatdoesthepoetfocusonineachofthethreestanzas? (6marks) 

c)Howwouldyoudescribethepersona’sfeelingstowardsthecagedbird? (4 marks) 

 d)Whatcanweinferaboutthepersona’sownexperiences? (3marks) 

e)Identifyasimileinthefirststanzaandexplainwhyitisused. (2marks) 

f)Explainthemeaningofthefollowinglines: (i)Andthefaintperfumefromthepetalssteals

 (1mark) 

 g)Supplyanothersuitabletitleforthispoem. (1mark) 

Readtheoralpoembelowandthenanswerthequestionsthatfollows;- 

“FAMINE” 

Theownerofyampeelshisyaminthehouse’s: 

Aneighbourknocksatthedoor 

Theownerofyamthrowshisyaminthebedroom: 

Theneighboursays,“Ijustheard 

Asound,‘kerekere’,thatiswhyIcame,” 

Theowneroftheyamreplies, 

“Thatwasnothing,Iwassharpeningtwoknives.” 

Theneighboursaysagain,“Istillheard 

Somethinglike‘bi’soundbehindthedoor.” 

Theowneroftheyamsays, 

“Imerelytriedmydoorwithamallet.” 

Theneighboursaysagain, 

“Whatabouthishugefieburningonyourhearth?” 

Thefellowreplies, 

“Iammerelywarmingwaterformybath.” 

Theneighbourpersist, 

“Whyisyourskinallwhite,whenthisisnottheHarmattanseason?’ 

Thefellowisreadywithhisreply, 

IwasrollingonthefloorwhenIheardthedeathofAgadapidi.” 

Thentheneighboursays,“Peacebewithyou.” 

Theowneroftheyamstartshut, 
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“Therecannotbepeace 

Unlesstheowneroffoodisallowedtoeathisownfood!” Questions. 

(a)Brieflyexplainwhatthepoemisabout. (2marks) 

(b)Whatdoestheneighborhopetoachievebybeingsopersistent? (3marks) 

(c)Usingillustrations,describeanytwocharactertraitsoftheowneroftheyam. (4marks) 

 (d)Identifytheideophoneswordsinthepoem. (2marks) 

 (e)Howdoweknowthattheneighbourisobservant? (3marks) 

 (f)Describethetoneoftheowneroftheyam. (1mark) 

(g)Theneighboursays,“peacebewithyou.”Whyisthisstatementironic? (3 marks) 

(h)Whatlessoncanwelearnfromthispoem? (2marks) BUILDINGTHENATION 

TodayIdidmyshare 

Inbuildingthenation 

IdroveapermanentSecretary 

Toanimportanturgentfunction InfactaluncheonattheVic. 

Themenureflecteditsimportance 

ColdBellbeerwithsmalltalk, 

Thenfriendchickenwithniceties 

Winetofillthehollownessofthelaughs Ice-creamtocoverthestereotypejokes 

CoffeetokeepthePSawakeonreturnjourney. 

IdrovethePermanentSectretaryback. Heyawnedmanytimesinthebackofthecar 

Didyouhaveanylunchfriend? 

Irepliedlookingstraightahead 

Andsecretlysmilingathisbelatedconcern ThatIhadnot,butwassmiling! 

Uponwhichhesaidwithaseriousness Thatamusedmorethanannoyedme, 

Mwananchi,Itoohadnone! 

Iattendedtomattersofstate 

Highlydelicatediplomaticdutiesyouknow, Andfriend,itgoesagainstmygrain, 

Causesmestomachulcersandwind. 

Ah,hecontinued,yawningagain, Thepainswesufferinbuidingthenation! 

SothePShadulcerstoo! 

MyulcersIthinkareequallypainful Onlytheyarecausedbyhunger, 

Notsumptuouslunches! 

Sotwonationbuilders 

Arrivedhomethisevening 
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Withterriblestomachpains Theresultofbuildingthenation-

Differentways. 

HenryBarlow 

1.Identifytwovoicesinthepoem (2mks) 

2.Explainwhatthepoemaddresses (4mks) 

3.Identifyandillustratetheuseofanytwopoeticdevicesusesinthepoemandexplain theireffectiveness

 (6mks) 

4.Describethetoneinthepoem (2mks) 

5.Howwouldyoudescribetheattitudeofthepermanentsecretarytowardsthe persona?(2mks) 

6.Describetherhymeschemeinstanzaone (2mks) 

7.i) “Heyawnedmanytimesinthebackofthecar.”Addaquestiontag (1mk) 

ii)“Idrovethepermanentsecretaryback.”Writeinpassivevoice 

ORALLITERATURE 

Readtheoralpiecebelowandanswerthequestionsthatfollow 

Bloodironandtrumpets 

Bloodironandtrumpets 

Forwardwemarch 

(othersfallontheway) 

Bloodironandtrumpets 

Weshallhackkillandcure 

Bloodironandtrumpets 

Singersofthedatsunblue 

Forwardwedrivebreakingtherecords 

Bloodironandtrumpets 

Letbulletsfindtheirtargetsandtheearthbesoftened 

Bloodironandtrumpets 

Letthedogsofwarrejoice 

Andthecarrionbirdsfeed 

Wearereducingpopulationsexplosion 

Bloodironandtrumpets 

Theuniformedmachinesarearound 

Putonyourhelmetironandrest 

Bloodironandtrumpets 

Onlythroughfirecanbebaptizedtomeanbusiness 

Soonceagain 

Bloodironandtrumpets 

https://ecolebooks.com/
https://ecolebooks.com/
https://ecolebooks.com/
https://ecolebooks.com


Ecolebooks.com   
 
 

DOWNLOAD MORE RESOURCES LIKE THIS ON ECOLEBOOKS.COM 

 

Weshallalwaysmarchalong 

Bloodironandtrumpets 

Bloodironandtrumpets 

Bloodalone 

 (a)Classifytheoralpieceabove (2Marks) 

 (b)Whatarethefunctionsoftheoralpieceabove? (3Marks) 

(c)Identifytwofeaturesoforalpoetryevidentintheoralitem. (3Marks) 

 (d)Whattwoissuesisthisoralpoemtalkingabout? (4Marks) 

(e)Citeonesocialandoneeconomicactivityofthecommunityfromwhichthisoral poemistaken 

(f)Whowouldbethemostsuitableaudiencefortheoralpoem?Givereasonsfor youranswer 

(2Marks) 

(g)“Theuniformedmachinesarearound”Explainthemeaningofthisstatement. (1Mark) 

 (h)Describethemoodofthepoem. (2Marks) 

Readthefollowingpoemandanswerthequestionsthatfollow 

SECONDOLYMPUS 

Fromtherostrumtheydeclaimed 

Onmartyrsandmenofhighideals 

Whomtheysentout 

Benevorentdespotstoanunwillingrace 

Strainingattheyoke 

Bulldozerstramplingonvirginground 

Inblatantviolation 

Theytrampleddownallthatwasstrange 

Andfilledthevoid 

Withhalfdigestedalienthoughts 

Theyleftatrailofred 

Whatevertheirfeethadpassed 

Oh,theydidthemselvesfine 

Andstruttledabouttheplace 

Selfproclaimeddemi-gods 

FromacounterfeitOlympus 

Onedaytheyhurleddownthunderbolts 

Ontoilingraceofearthworms 

Theymighthaverainedownpebbles 

Topeltthebratstodeath 

Butthatwasbeneaththem 

Theykeptuptheillusion 

Thattheywerefightingfoes 
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Killinginthenameofhighideals 

Attheinquesttheytoldtheworld 

Thewormswerebecomingpests 

Moreover,theysaid 

Theydidnotlikewrigglythings Strangeprejudiceforgods. 

Questions 

1) Whoisbeingtalkedaboutinthispoem?Giveevidence. (2marks) 

2) Withtwoevidences,discussthepoet’sgeneralattitudetowardsthesubjectof 

thepoem.(3marks) 

3)Whatdoyouunderstandbythefollowingthreelines? 

“theytrampledownallthatwasstrange Andfilledthevoidwithhalfdigestedalienthoughts?” 

4) Whoarerefferedtoas“toilingraceofearthworms”andwhy? (3marks) 

5) Discusstwostylisticdevicesusedinthepoem.Givetheireffectiveness 

6) Explainthesignificanceofthetitle. (2marks) 

7) Whatisthetoneofthepoem? (1mark) 

Readthepoembelowandanswerthequestionsbelow. 

Advisetomyson 

Thetrickis,toliveyourdays asifeachonemaybeyourlast 

(fortheygofast,andyoungmenlosetheirlives 

instrangeandunimaginableways) 

butatthesametime,planlongrange (fortheygoslow:ifyousurvive 

theshatteredwindshieldandburningshell youwillarrive 

atourapproximationherebelow orheavenorhell) 

Tobespecific,betweenthepoenyandtherose 

plantsquashandspinach,turnipsandtomatoes; 

beautyinnectar andnectar,indesertsaves 

butthestomachcravesstrongersustenance thanthehomedvine. 

therefore,marryaprettygirl 

afterseeinghermother; speaktruthtooneman, 

workwithanother; 

andalways,servebreadwithyourwine. 

Butson, 

Alwaysservewine 

(PeterMeinke) 

a)Whoisthespeakerinthepoem.Illustrateyouranswer. 2marks 
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b)Inwhatcircumstancesdomanyyoungpeopledie?Illustrateyouranswerfrom thepoem.

 4marks 

 c)Whatdoheavenandhellsymbolize? 2marks 

d)Identifyitemsinthepoemthatrepresentlife’snecessitiesononehandandlife’s 

luxuriesontheother. 2marks 

e)Identifyandillustratetheuseoftheparadoxinthepoem. 3marks 

f)Whatdoesthepersonameanby‘marryaprettygirlafterseeingthe mother”?2marks 

g)Thestomachcravesstrongersustenance.(Rewriteusing(What”) 1mark 

 h)Givetwomeaningsofeachofthefollowingwords. 2marks 

-Last 

-Fast 

 

i)Givethemeaningofthelasttwolines 2marks 

THEBEARDByPriscoviaRwakyaka *TRK* 

Inthepulpitheswayedandturned 

Leantforward,backward 

Totheright;totheleft 

Hissolemnvoiceechoed 

Lowlythecongregationfollowed, “Doyouloveyourneighbor?’ 

Meeklytheybowathiskeeneye. Nowexaminingagreyhead 

Heavingunderhersobs 

Hisheartleaptassured- 

“Hersinsweighonher!” 

Sowithherhechatsoutside; 

‘Weepnotchildyouarepardoned.” 

“But,sir,yourbeardconjuredup 

Thespiritofmydeargoat!” 

Questions 

(a)Identifyanddescribetwopersonasinthepoem.Illustrateyouranswer. 

(4mks) 

(b) Relatethetitleofthepoemtowhatactuallyhappensinthispoem,giving 

specific examples. (4mks) 

 (c)Identifyandillustrateanytwostyles&videntinthepoem. (4mks) 
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(d) Themoodofthelastfourlinesofthepoemisembarrassing.Howtrueis this?(3mk) 

(e)Identifyonepairofrhymingwords 

(f)Explainthemeaningofthefollowinglines: 

(lmks) 

i)“Hisheartleaptassured” (2mks) 

 ii)“Hersinsweighonhe?’ (2mks) 

Readthefollowingpoemandanswerthequestionsthatfollow. ArgumentwithGod 

Mychildwasstrugglingforlifeinhospital. 

AndI,worriedtenseandtired. 

Satinsilentprayer: 

Inviolentsilence,arguingwithmyGod. GodIsaid, 

Whydoyouallowhimtosufferso? 

Whyhimallthetime? 

Why? 

Godwassilent! 

Notawordfromhim. 

Notaword 

Maybe.Ithought. 

Godisangrywithme. 

I’llappeasemyGod; Tryandbegoodatleast 

SurelyGodwouldthenrespond. 

God,Ipleaded. 

PleaseGod. 

Tobegoodishard. 

ButI’lltry. 

But 

Mychildmustlive. 

Livefreefrompain: 

God 

YouknowhowIlovehim,don’tyou? 

Don’tyou?Don’tyou?DON’TYOU? But 

Godwasdumb: Likemychild. 

ThenuIsaidtomyself. 

Godisjust. 

I’llappealforjustice. 
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God,Icalled. 

Thoughyouaresilent, 

Iamsureyouhearme. 

QUESTIONS 

 1.Whoisthepersonainthispoem? (2mks) 

 2.Whatishappeninginthepoem? (2mks) 

3.WhyarethewordsinLine27writtenincapitalletters.DONTYOU? (2mks) 

 4.Whatisthemoodinthepoem? (2mks) 

 5.Giveaninstantofironyinthepoem. (3mks) 

 6.Identifyandillustrateotherthreestylisticdevicesinthepoem. (6mks) 

 7.Whatdothefollowinglinesmean. (2mks) 

“Thoughyouaresilent,Iamsureyouhearme”. 

ANSWERS 

1.SongofAgony 

a)Thepersonaisaworker(Give2) 

b) Desperationisthesubjectmatterinthispoem.Thepersonaandothersare 

desperateinthatwhentheygoforcontractwork(inthediaspora)thereisnohope 

ofcomingback.Theymightdienevertoseetheirpeopleandpropertyagain.Thisis 

shownin‘whichofuswilldie?’ 

c) 

• Rhetoricalquestions-‘whichofuswillcomeback?’whichofuswilldie?’ 

Effect-Helptoshowthestateinwhichthepersonais.Hefearsofneverreturning home. 

Involvetheaudiencetofeelthesituationthepersonaisin.Drawssympathyfromthe audience. 

• Repetition:‘whichofus’whichofuswillcomeback? 

Effect:Emphasizesthesubjectmatter,ie.thedesperationandthefearinthe 

persona.Helpsinbuildingthemood.Helpstoreflecttheattitudeofthespeaker 

towardscontractwork. 
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• Alliteration:’Riversrun’ 

Effect:Helpstoshowfarawayanddifficultthecontractworkersusedtogoand work(4marks) 

d) Showhowthepersonaandtheotherssufferinthepoem.Illustrateyour answer.(4mks) 

• Mentalsuffering-theykeepwonderingwhethertheywillevergobackhometo 

seetheirlovedonesandproperty. 

• Fear-gotoworkbutfeartheymightneverreturnhomealive. 

• Isolation-theyarecutoutfromtheirfamiliesforprolongedperiods.(6marks) 

e) Pessimistic-personadoesn’tseeanyfutureinhislifeifhe’stogoforthecontract 

work.Heisnotsureofevercomingback. 

Nostalgic-there’sthelongingtocomebackaftertheygoforcontractworktoseehis wifeandproperty. 

Sad-themoodissaddeningthattheworkersarelikelytodieornevercomeback. 

Mightbemanyhaddiedornevercameback. 

f) Isthetitleofthispoemsuitable?Explain(3mks) 

 Yes.Itsumsupthementalagonythatpersonaisundergoing.Theygoforthe 

contractworkfarawayandstayforlongornevercomeback. 

g) Identifyandexplainoneeconomicactivitypracticedbythepersona’s community.(2mks) 

 Cattlekeepingorworking 

Line7‘Notbeingmyox’(cattlekeeping) Thepersonaisgoingtowork(working) 

2. 

THENECKLACE 

a)Howrelevantisthetitleofthepoemabove?(2marks) 

Thetitle“Necklace”isrelevantbecausenecklaceisroundanditisnormallywornby 

people(1mark).inthepoem,thetyreusedtoburnthevictimisround-shaped(1 mark) 

b)Describethecharacteroftheexecutionersinthepoem (2marks) 

Theexecutionersarecruel/inhuman/brutal/callous/insensitive(1mark) 

Oncetheyfinishtheexecution,theyresumetheirnormaldutiesasifnothinghas 

happened/theybrutallymurderthevictim 

NB:Award0marksforidentificationwithoutillustration 

c)Whatwasneededtocarryouttheexecution?(3marks) -

Thefirestonetyre(1mark),petrolinblackenedtin(1mark)andignitesinnumerous hands(1mark) 
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d)Explainthedifferenceintheuseoftheword“form”instanzaoneandstanzathree 

(2marks) 

Theword“form”instanzaonereferstothevictimbeforehewasburned(1mark) 

whileinstanzathreeitreferstothecarcass/corpseofthevictim(1mark) 

e)(i)Whoisthepersona?(1mark) 

-Thepersonaisanobserveroracitizenatamarketplace(1mark) 

NB:Donotaccepttheuseof“I”asthepersonawithoutadequatequalifierjustifying 

thepersonalityofthe“I” 

(ii)Whatdetersthepersonafromgettingclosertothesceneofaction?(1mark) 

-Thepersonaisdeterredbyfear/frightenedtogetclosertothesceneofthebrutality 

(1mark) 

f)Explainthemeaningofthefollowingphrasesasusedinthepoem(3marks) 

i)Smellofsizzlingflesh–Theburningofthehumanbody ii)Eachparticipantreadyandanxious–

willingnotforcedtoexecute 

iii)Witnessedtoanunwrittenlaw–sawthepeoplecarryoutmobjusticewhichisillegal 

g)Whatmoodisportrayedinthepoem?(2marks) Themoodistense(1mark) 

-Fearfulofinchinganyfurther/coldshockstransmitteddown(1mark) 

NB:Acceptarelatedqualifierformoodandanyappropriateillustrationifnot providedherein 

Donotawardmarksforidentificationwithoutillustration 

h)Paraphrasethelaststanza(4marks) 

Thepeoplewhohadsetthemanablazeleave(1mark)asnormalbusinessofselling, 

buyingandcheatingresumes(1mark).Thepolicemenarrive(1mark)andferryaway 

theremainsofthevictim(1mark) 

3.POETRY(20MARKS) WEDDINGEVE 

1. Theweddingeveissupposedtobeatimeofjoyhappinessandanticipation.The 

personahowever,isriddledwithdoubtsandapprehension(1mk) 

2. thespeakerhasorganizedtheweddingbutheisnotsurewhetherornottotake 

theoathtoloveforever.Heisdoubtfulwhethertherelationshipwilllast 

3. thespeaker’sattitudetowardstherelationshipisoneofdoubtand apprehension(1mk) 

4. -doubtfulshouldIorshouldInot/willshecontinuetoloveme. 

-fearfulapprehensivefearstotakethemarriagevows. 

-suspicious–thespeakerisnotsureoftheloverscommitment. 

-Therhetoricalquestioninthepoemhelpstobringoutthespeaker’sdoubtsabout 

therelationshipandaboutthecommitmentofhiswould–bewife 
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5. theimageryoftheplaneisquiteappropriate.Beinginaplanemightbefunbutit 

isalsoveryrisky;youcouldeasilyloseyourlifeiftheplacecrashes.Beingina 

doubtfulrelationshipislikebeinginfaultyplane 

6. -Therelationshipiscomparedtoagameofchessinthatthetwowilltrytoout-do (1mk) 

eachother.Therelationshipisseentobelikeacompetition(1mk) 

“leavingthenakedme“isanexpressionofdesolationandhopelessness.Ifhewereto 

belefthewouldfeelnakedanduseless 

4.Inmates 

a)Thespeakerisanobserverwhoexploresthroughthelifeofprisoners/inmates1 

1x1mk 

 b)Thepoemistalkingaboutthelife1inprisonwhichisoppressive11x2mks 

 c)-Irony1-nicefragranceofammonia 

-Rhyme1-consignment oppressive 

-confinement offensive 

-refinement 

-Personification1-torturousbulbstarevacantlyathim1 

-Alliteration1-torching,torturous 

d)-Thecoldbitestheirbonesandtheychattertheirteethfromthechill.1 

-Thesmellisoffensivewithfreshhumandung.1 -Verminsbitetheinmatesunsparingly1 1x3mks 

e)Theinmateisinprisonbecauseofacertainconsignment1thatheeitherstoleor 

gotlostunderhiscare. 

  

f)Regretful1-hereflectsabouttheconsignmentthatlandedhiminthecells1 Thoughtful-

he(thefreshinmate)sitsthoughtfully. 

Agonizing-heagonisesatthelongtime1thathewillbeinprison.Theclockticks tooslowly. 

g)i)Thatresulted/ledtohisconfinement1 ii)Theinmatesdoeverythingincluding 

longcallsinthecell.“Thegent 

invites”. 2x1=2mks 

 h)Thesteeldoorsuggeststhatthesecuritywastight1andtheinmatescouldnot escape1 2x1=2mks 

5.TheCourageThatMyMotherHad 

a)Thepoemisaboutsomeonewhosemother hasdied1Themotherlefta 

goldenbroochasgiftuponherdeath1shereallywishesthemothercouldhaveleft 

behindhercourage1Shebelievesthemotherdoesnotneedcourageindeathbut 

shebadlyneeds.Shehowevertreasurethegoldenbrooch11xanyfourpoints= 

4mks 

https://ecolebooks.com/
https://ecolebooks.com/
https://ecolebooks.com/
https://ecolebooks.com


Ecolebooks.com   
 
 

DOWNLOAD MORE RESOURCES LIKE THIS ON ECOLEBOOKS.COM 

 

 b)Female1themotherleftheragoldenbroochthatshewears1 2mks 

 c)Thespeakerwishesthemotherhadleftbehindhercourage1.However,it 

cannotbefulfilledbecausethemotheris dead1 3mks 

 d)Courageous1-thecouragethatmymotherhad/thespeakerwishesthatthe 

motherwouldhaveleftbehindhercourageinsteadoftakingwithhertothegrave 

1 Id=1,illust=1 

 e)Metaphor1-motheriscomparedtoarockandgranite1 

Simile1......thecouragelikearock1 

Id=1x2,illust=1x2 4mks 

 f)Admiration/love/respect2-thespeakeradmireshermotherforhercourage/ 

herloveandrespectforher motherareshowninthewayshevaluesthebrooch 

andthewayshethinksofhermotherasarockandagranite 

Identificationofattitude=2mks, illust.=1mk 

6.THEPAUPER 

i.Thepersonaisanobserver/bystanderü1 etcwhoisabletoseethepeoples suffering 

andhowdifferentmembersofthesocietyreacttohim 

ii.-Infestedwithjiggers-nursingthejiggersthatshrivelyourbottomü 

-Cakedfeet-andwhenyoutrudgeonthelornypads 

-Shiningribs-yourribsandbones reflectingthelight 

-InfestedwithGee-squashinglicebetweenyournails 

-Cleansnailswithdrysaliva 

-Emaciatedandcakingskinü 

-Crouchesinbeautifulverandaü(4x1) 

iii.Useofsimileü1likeababynewlyborntoanoldwomanü1tobringoutthespecial 

relationshipbetweenthepauperandthejiggers 

iv.Repetition-pauper,pauperü 

Rhetoricalquestions-daredtoforgetyourpiteousfate 

Hyperbole-yourribsandbonesreflectinglight 

Irony-paupercrouchinginbeautifulverandasofbeautifulcitiesandbeautifulpeople Sarcasm-

andyourMPwithashiningheadandatriplechinwillmournyourfatein 

asupplementaryquestionatquestiontime 

v.Critical/sarcasticandyourmpwithashiningheadandatriplechinwillmournyour 

fateinasupplementaryquestionatquestiontime 

(2mks) vi.Themes 

-Poverty-thepaupescleaninghisnailswithdrysaliva,infestedwithsufferinglice 

andjiggersandcrouchesinbeautifulverandas 
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-PoorLeadershipü1-theMPgiveslipservicetotheplightofthepauperbymourning 

hisfateinasupplementaryquestionatquestiontime 

vii.Emaciated-thin/weak 

Crouching-squatting 

Gulliedlikethesolesofmodernshoes-withbigcrack 

7.outcast 

a) (N.B.:Thismaytaketwoapproaches:Theplotapproachandthethematic approach) 

ThePlotApproach 

i)Theymeetandmarry ii)Apalechildisborn iii)Themandeniesresponsibility iv)Theyseparate/divorce 

v)Theybothdie vi)Thechildisleftwithnoinheritance/thereisnonext-of-kin/theboyroamsthestreets 

(Any4pointseach1mk=4mks) 

TheThematicApproach 

i) Immorality ii) 

Deception 

iii) Irresponsibility 

iv) Promiscuity 

v) Theplightofstreetchildren 

(Identificationoftheme=2mks,Illustration=2mks,twoillustrationsperthemeeach 

1mk=2mksor1illustrationand1explanation=2mks) 

b)Themotheris 

unreliable/unreliable/untrustworthy/immoral/unfaithful/deceitful/dishonest/promisc 

uous/treacherous/traitorous 

Shewantsthemantoacceptresponsibilityforachildthatheobviouslyhasnot 

fathered.Themanisblackwhilethechildiswhite. 

- Sheissecretive 

- Sheisirresponsible/uncaring/unconcerned-\sheleavesnoinheritanceforthe 

child.Shehasnotintroducedthechildtoanyofhiskin. 

- Calculating/cunning/scheming–makesthemanthinkheisthefatheruntilthe childisborn 

(1mkforidentification,1mkforillustration.Anytwotraits=4mks) 

c) i.disclaimed–denied/refused/disagreed/didnotagree/disowned(1mk) 

ii.Themother’shusbandisnotthebiologicalfatherofthechild.Thisinfuriated 

himforbeingcheated.(1mk) 
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d) i.Wehaveapalechildfromablackfather(3mks) ii.Anillegitimatechildfromalegitimatemarriage 

iii.Thebirthofachildshouldconsolidateamarriagebutthisoneleadsto a 

breakup. 

 iv.Thechildwhohasdonenowrongisdeclaredanout-cast (Any 

1pointeach3mks=3mks.) 

e)Attitude–Pities/pitying/sympathetic/piteous/compassionate. 

Thepersonarecognizesthatthepoorboysuffersbecauseofotherpeople’s 

mistakes.Hereferstotheboyasa‘’poorchild’’,‘’casualty’’andsaysheis‘’hardly ten’’. 

(Any1pointeach3mks=3mks.) 

f)-Allthatglittersisnotgold(2mks) 

-hurryhurryhasnoblessing(s)(2mks) 

-Lookbeforeyouleap(2mks) 

-Marryinhaste,repentatleisure(2mks) 

-whentwobullsfight,itisthegrassthatsuffers(2mks) 

-Asyoumakeyourbed,somustyoulieonit.(2mks) 

8.Oralpoetry 

(a) Lovesong(1Mk)-Thepersonaexplainshisexperience. 

Withhisloveacompanionshipthathasgonesour. 

(b) Warning/cautioningthoseintendingtogetmarriedagainstinfidelityor unfaithfulness. 

Encouragesyoungpeopletobepatientintheirstruggletosecureajob. (4Mks) 

(c) Repetition–“Iwas” 

Personification–Myheartwastellingme. 

Directtranslation–“Iboughtmyselfabeautifulgirl” 

Directaddress–“soheartyouweredeceivingme” 

Morallesson–“peopleareuntrustworthy” 

Donotovertrustafriend 

(d) Itisaboutamanwhomarriedherbeloved.(boughtabeautifulgirl”) 

Themarriagedoesn’tlastasthebrideengagesinextra-maritalaffairs. 

(2Mks) 

(e) Contemptuous/hating–Thesingerdoesn’tlikepeoplewhoareuntrustworthy. 

Patient -AfterabriefstruggleIgotmyjob. 

Pessimistic–Therewasnolookinthisword. 

(Anyotherrelevant(1Mk).–Identification(1Mk)–Illustration. 
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(2x2=4Mks) 

(f) Tradingtogetmoney. 

 Farming–meat/Banana. (2x2=4Mks) 

9. 

Theearthdoesnotgetfat.ItmakesanendOfthosewhoweartheheadplumes 

Weshalldieontheearth.Theearth 

doesnotgetfat.Itmakesanendofthosewhoactswiftlyasheroes. 

Shallwedieontheearth? 

ListenOearth.Weshallmournbecauseofyou. ListenOearth.Shallwealldieontheearth? 

Theearthdoesnotgetfat.Itmakesanendof Thechiefs.Shallwedieonearth?The 

earthdoesnotgetfat.Itmakesanend Ofthewomenchiefs.Shallwedieonearth? 

Listenoearth.Weshallmournbecauseofyou. 

ListenOearth.Shallwealldieonearth? 

Theearthdoesnotgetfat.Itmakesanend 

Ofthenobles.Theearthdoesnotgetfat 

Itmakesanendoftheroyalwomen. Shallwedieonearth? 

Theearthdoesnotgetfat.Itmakesanend ofthecommonpeople.Shallwedieontheearth? 

Theearthdoesnotgetfat.Itmakesanendofallthebeasts Shallwedieontheearth? 

Listenyouwhoareasleep,whoareleft tightlyclosedintheland.Shallweallsink 

Intotheearth?ListenO 

Earththesunissettingtightly.Weshallenterintotheearth. 

Weshallnotenterintotheearth. 

(From:'TheHeritageOfAfricanPoetry') 

a) Whatisthepoemabout? 

(3mks) 

b)Whoisthepersonainthepoem? 

(2mks) 

c)Identifyandillustrateanytwofeaturesofstyleusedinthepoem? 

(4mks) 

d)Whatisthetoneofthepersonainthepoem? 

(2mks) 

e)Whatinthepoemshowsthatdeathisindiscriminateinitsmanifestations? 

(2mks) 

f)Describethepoliticalsettingofthecommunityfromwhichthepoemoriginates. 

(2mks) 
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g)Whatisthemoodofthepoem? 

(2mks) 

h)Explainwhattheexpressionsbelowmean: 

(3mks) 

i)Theearthdoesnotgetfat. 

ii)Thosewhoweartheheadplumes iii) 

Earththesunissettingtightly 

answers 

a)Thepoemisabouttherampagesofdeath(1mk)itiscruel(1mk)andindiscriminate 

(1mk)/It’sabouthowtheearthdoesnotgetfatafterswallowingchiefs,nobles, 

beastsandcommonpeople 

b)thepersonaisanobserver apotentialvictimofdeath 

c)-Repetitione.g“ListenOearth...” theearthdoesnotgetfat 

-Personification-“theearthdoesnotgetfat” 

-Directaddress-“listenOearth 

-Rhetoricalquestions-shallwealldieonearth? 

d)Desperation-“shallweallsink” 

e)Alldie:nobles,beasts,chiefs,commonpeople 

f)Chieftaincy-theywereledbyachief 

g)Sombre/sad“weshallmournbecauseofyou?” 

i)Peoplecontinuetodie(beburied) ii)Leaders/rulers 

iii)Eminentdeath/nearingendoflife/apparentdeath 

9.Africa 

1.He/sheisanAfricanwhohasneverbeentoAfrica,butknowsquitealotaboutit 

Eg……..Ihaveneverseenyou 

NB:1mkidentification 

1mkforillustration 

2.Itisaboutslavery/oftheAfricansintheirownlandwheretheytoil.Sweatin 

slaveryandtheydonotresistbutoneseentobelyingdownintheweightof humbleness 

3.1.i) Personificatione.g.i)Africaisseenasthebackthatbends,liesdown 

undertheweightofhumbleness ii)………………thebloodofyoursweat 

…………………toil …………slavery 

iii)Patiencewithstubbornness. 

2.Symbolism 

Thetremblingbackstrippedredsymbolizestorture. 

3.Repetition 
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AfricamyAfrica 

Africa…………Africa 

IsAfrican……….yourAfrica iv)Alliterationeg 

yourblackbloodspiltoverthefields 

Nomarksforillustrationswithoutidentification 

1mkforidentification,1mkforillustration Alliteratedsoundmustbeunderlined 

4.Angry/accusatory 

Angry:heisangrybecauseAfricansbloodandthesweatoftheAfricans 

irrigatesthefieldswithoutanybenefitstothem(Africans) 

Accusatory:heaccusestheAfricansfornotdoinganythingabouttheirplight 

egareyoutheback….. 

Ontheroadsofnoon? 

1mkforidentification 

1mkforillustration 

NB:nomarkforillustrationwithoutidentification 

5.a)ItimpliesthatmanyAfricansliveshavebeenlostthroughruthlesskillingsby thewhites. 

b)ItshowstheattachmentandthepridethatthepersonafeelsaboutAfrica/he 

hasastrongsenseofattachmentto Africa. 

6.isn’tit? 

NB: 

i)Commaafterthestatementmustbefixed.ifnot,nomark 

ii)Questionmarkismandatory,ifmissingnomark. 

7.i)Seriously–shouldbeanadverb ii)Strong,noteasilyhurt 

iv)Toworkveryhard/doingsomethingdifficult 

10.THESMILINGORPHAN 

a)Thepersonaisanobserverwhotellsthestoryofthedeceasedandthesmiling 

orphanandthemourners.He/sheusesthethirdperson“Shesathave…..theysaid. 

….Whenshedied…..theycame.” 

Identification–1mark 

Illustration–1mark 

Totalmarks=2marks 

b)Thepoemisaboutawomanwhowassickandhospitalizedforfivemonths. -

Andwasnevervisitedbyrelativeswhoclaimedtheywerebusy. 

-Later,thewomandiesandironically,therelativescometoherfuneralinlarge 

numbersvowingthattheycannotmisstheburial. -
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Duringthefuneral,heronlydaughter(whohadstayed)withherinhospital)seems 

unmovedandtherelativesstartbackbitinghersayingsheishardhearted.Total marks4 

c)Thetitle‘Thesmilingorphan’isveryeffectiveinrelationtowhathasbeendescribed inthepoem. 

Ithasbeenusedinreferencetotheilliteratedaughterwhohadstayedinhospital 

withthemotherforfivemonthsbutnowisperceivedasnotbeinginmourningby 

theothermourners.Thismakeshersmileattheirhypocrisy.Sheisanorphannow 

thathermotherisdead. 

Anytwopoints=2marks 

d)Loving/caring–Shesatbyhermother’ssidethroughoutthefivemonthsthemother washospitalized. 

Responsible–Shetakescareofhersickmotherwhenotherpeople/relativesand 

evenherbrothergaveexcusesofunavailability. 

Identification–1mark 

Illustration–1mark 

NomarkforillustrationwithoutidentificationandViceversa. 

e)Repetition–Theycame---Toillustratethefactthatthemournersarrivedforthe 

funeralinlargenumbers. 

Rhetoricquestions–Whowouldlookaftertheirhomes?Wasitcrucialtheir 

presence?Revealstheattitudeofthemournersatthebeginning,thattheywere 

indifferent/notbothered. 

Hyperbolestanza(8)….Theirtearssocktheirgarments.Enhancesthesatire….. 

Thatthemournerscrymuchandweknowthattheirgriefisnotgenuine.Theyare hypocritical. 

Ellipsis2ndlaststanza.Enhancessuspense,allowsimagination,andrevealsthe 

feelingsoftheorphan/thestrainshe’sbeenunderetc. 

1markforidentification 

1markforillustration 

1markforillustrationontheeffectiveoftheaspectofstylesoidentified. 

Anyotherplausiblestylewithillustrationsandeffectiveness. 

Nomarkforidentification. Withoutillustrations. 

f)Sad/melancholic/somber/sorrowful. 

Thepoemcapturesthelossofalovedone. 

1. Theorphanismourninghermother/Shesatbyhermother/shesatbyher 

mothercryingandprayingtoGodperhapstosavehermotherdies. 

Identification–1mark 

Illustration–1mark 

Totalmarks=2marks 

https://ecolebooks.com/
https://ecolebooks.com/
https://ecolebooks.com/
https://ecolebooks.com


Ecolebooks.com   
 
 

DOWNLOAD MORE RESOURCES LIKE THIS ON ECOLEBOOKS.COM 

 

g)i)Theirtearswerenotgenuine/theywerehypocritical. ii)Shefeltrelieved–

shehadunburdenedhergrief(withherleverthere’sno condemnation) 

11.‘STILLIRISE’ 

1.‘StillIrise’isapoemaboutthehistoryoftheAfrican–Americanpeople’s 

defiance✓1towardstheoppressionmetedtothemasslavesandblacks✓1.The 

subjectmattercanalsobeuniversalnotionoftriumph/defianceofdowntroddenin 

oppressiveregimes.ThenpersonatalksofI’mBlackOcean,leapingandwide.Also 

talksofhim/herbeingthedreamandthehopeoftheslave. 

2.Thespeakerishatedpassionately;youmaykillmewithyourhatefulness. 

Thespeakerandhis/herlikesthesegregatedfinancially(resourcewise)thespeaker 

writesof”IwalklikeI’ve gotoilwells”pumpinginmylivingroom. 

(life) 

Thespeakersinthewhereabouts(life)aremisrepresentedtwistedandevenfalsified 

tonegatehis/her existence/status. 

3.Attitudeoftriumph/optimism/hope.Optimisticattitude/hopefulattitude.The 

personatalksof‘rising’I’llriseamidstallthesesetbacks. 

Shedescribesherselfastheblackocean,leapingandwide……meaningthatshe 

seesherselfmightyandstronglikeanocean. 

4.Imagery 

1.Similes:butstill,likedust,I’llrise-showshoweasilyshewillrise;causeIlaugh 

likeI’vegotgoldmines,digginginmy own 

backyardshowsthatthroughheroppressorsmightthinktheyhaveendedherby 

subjectinghertopoverty,stillshewalkslikeshehasallthewealthintheworld! 

2.Metaphors;I’mablackocean,leapingandwide,wellingandswellingIbear.This powerfulmetaphor

 revealstheovercomingoppression/thestrengthofthe speakerasablackperson/thepositivity. 

5.i) Rhetoricalquestions. 

Doesmysassinessupsetyou? 

Whyareyoubesetwithgloom? 

Theseandotherquestionsprodthereaderstodeeplyconsiderthe 

strength/positiveenergy/hopethatthespeaker possesses. 

ii)Repetition 

I’llrise 

StillI’llrise 

Theabovephraseshavebeenrepeatedseverallytohighlightthespeaker’s optimism 

6.a)‘CauseIlaughlikeI’vegotgoldmines’thisshowsherhappinessthatisexpected tobepossessedby

 extremelywealthy. Thoughshehasbeen. 

b)‘Butstill,likedust,I’llrise’describestheeaseatwhichshewillrise.Almost effortlessly! 
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c)Iamablackocean,leapingandwide.Describesthestrength/thenightthatshe 

possessesasablackwoman. 

12.IWENTTOCHURCH. 

a)Thepoemisaboutapersonwhohasgonetochurchtopray. 

Hepraysforfriendsandfoestolivingandthedead. 

Hehadcommittedadulterywiththesoldier’swife. 

Heisremorsefulorapologeticandasksforforgiveness. 

b)Heisreligious/pious–goestochurchtopray–“Togoandprayagain” Heisimmoral/promiscuous–

commitsadulterywiththesoldierwife“WhileIshot hotlifeintohiswife” 

c) i)Repetition–“Iwentandprayed” ii)Alliteration–friendsandfoeslivelong 

Fightingfor iii)Imagery(metaphor)–“Ishothotlifeintoherwife” 

d) i)Thespeakerengagesinsexualaffairsandimpregnatesthesoldierwife. 

ii)HeasksGodtopreservehislife✓sothathecangooftentoprayininchurch. 

e) i)Apologetic/remorseful/reconciliatory.AsksGodforforgiveness. ii)Prayerful–

“ThatIlivelongtogoandprayagain” 

13.THEPRESS 

a) 

- Discrimination. 

Theministerssonisaccordedmedicalattentionwhilethelessfortuneareneglected 

e.g.TinaandKasajja’sonlychild. - Callousness/insensitivity 

Themedicalstufflacksconcernforthepatienttogetuporleavetheline. 

-Negligence 

Tina’sbedisinfestedwithmaggotsandhereyesareoozingblood.Kisajja’sonly 

childdiedduetothenegligence,inbothcases,medicalstuffgivesveryflimsy 

reasonsfornotattendingtothepatients. - Injustice/misuseofpower. 

Thejudgedismissesarapecasebecausesevenyearsoldvictimfailedtotestify. 

Any3(1mkidentification,1mkillustration) 2×3=6mks 

b)i)Useofrhetoricalquestions. 

- Howcomeitwasnotwhispered? 

- Sowasisthemountaindeal? ii)Useofhyperbolicquestions. 

- Mountaindeal–makingabigofanordinarysituation. 

- Boilingnews–Hotnewsorbreakingnews. 
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Inbothcasesthepersonaiscriticizingthemedia.Itgivesexaggeratedattentionto 

theminister’sson’sminorillnessattheexpenseofthedeservingcases. 

iii)Metaphor 

- Lionessofanurse iv)Satire 

Thelaststanzaunderscoresthepersonatreatsitasatipsytalkofadrunkyetpoet 

isridiculingtheinjusticemetedouttothelessfortuned. 

1mkidentification,1mkillustration=2mks 

2×3=6mks 

c)Bitter/angry/sarcasticorsatirical 

Thepersonaisdisheartenedbythehypocrisyofthepress.Itlacksneutralityand focusesonthebog 

peopleonly. 

1mkidentification,1mkexplanation 1×2=2mks 

d)Thetitleisrelevant: 

Thepoetiscastigatingthepressforitspartialityandlackofcommitmenttoexpose 

socialinjustice;practicedinthesocietyyetthepressisdutyboundtoproduceand 

 releasefreeandfairnews. (2mks) 

e)Thepressissupposedtoequallycoverallthecitizensandnottobebiased.Herethe 

pressgkivesnewsyetthenewsarebiasedagainstpeople. 

(2mks) 

f)Crawled–infested 

Ushered–dismissed/cancelled 

14.TheirCity 

a)-dissatisfiedcityresident. 

Illustration-‘Cityinthesunwithoutanywarmth. 

-anordinarycityresident’ 

 “Wehavestolledthroughthedesertstreets” (any1x2=2mks) 

b)- acityresidentPwhoseestherichenjoying theirlifePandthepoor 

strugglingtosurvive.(3mks) 

c)ItemphasisesPontheexclusionofordinary residentsofthecityfromthe 

prestigiouslifeoftherichandthefactthatthe ordinaryresidentsareawareofthis.(2mks) 

d)-Inequality-thericharelivingahighclasslife,(heavylunch,caretc)whilethe 

poorarestruggling(snoringinthecoldwind) 

- Poverty-Thepoordonothaveshelters,theysleepincoldwindsofthe 

night.(2x2=2mks) 

e)-Theyareanxiousbecausetheyarelivingafakelifee.gdrivinghirepurchase cars.(2mks) 
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f)-Peoplewhoaresopoortheydon’tevenlooklikehumanbeings.They 

arestrugglingtosurvive.(2mks) 

g)-Pretentious-lookingimportant -hirepurchasecar. 

-Uncaring -don’tcareaboutthepoor 

- justthinkofthemselves.They livelavishlywhilesomepeople havenowheretosleep. 

-Conceited/proud/vain-lookingovergoldrimmedglasses. 

-lookingimportant. (Any1illustrated-2mks) 

h)Satirical sarcastic 

2mksidentification 

1mkforillustration Illustration. 

-Cityinthesun 

-Lookingimportant 

-Thicksetdirection -Readingaspeech 

15.Westerncivilization 

a)Thepersonadescribesthehouseinwhichaworkerlives.Thenucleiisashanty, 

whichhavecracks.Theworkerdoesa monotonousjobofbreakingrockthewholeday. 

b)i)Irony:-Westerncivilizationisironicalsincethe liningconditionsofthe“he” 

inthepoemdonotsuggestcivilization butmiseryandsuffering. 

-The“he”inthepoemisgratefultodie 

thoughnormallydeathisfeared/noonelikesdying. ii)Repetition:“breakingrock”//shiftingrock 

(acceptanyotherthatorappropriate.Imkfor identification,1mkforillustration.Nomarkfor 

identificationwithoutillustration) 

c)TherepetitionP1usedinthestanzasuggeststhattheworkismonotonous/ boring/uninteresting 

d)Food:“he”diesofhunger. 

Clothes:“amat...isenough...”suggeststhathelacksclothes/beddingto keephimselfwarm. 

Shelter”“he”livesinashanty-“sheetsoftin...ragscomplete...landscape.” 

e)The“he”ishappytodiefordeathbringstoanendallhisproblems. 

f)Povertythe“he”sleepsinashanty,sleepsonamatanddiesofhunger. 

Exploitation:The“he”engagesinhardlabourthroughoutthedaybutthefact 

thathelacksbasicrequirementssuggeststhat heisunderpaid. 

g)The“he”inthepoemlooksolderthanhereallyisbecauseofthestrenuousand 

miserablelifethatheleads. h)Starvation. 

16.Beggarinathreepiece 

(a) AdelegatefromathirdworldcountryPwhohasgonetoseekforfunds/aidfrom theI.M.F,World 
BankoradevelopedcountrytoalleviatefaminePinhisorher country. 

“Myrustyinter-NationBeggingbowl..”P 
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 “Thedeathoffood...renderedmypeoplethin.” (3mks) 

(b) Thepoemtalksaboutmisplacedprioritiesusuallyexhibitedbytheleadershipin 

theunderdevelopedcountries.PTheleadershipconcentratesonhowtheycan 

wastefundsonexpensiveclothingandluxuriousflightsPwheninactualsensethe citizens

 aredyingofhunger.PThedonorsdeclinetoassistbecause ofmisplacedpriorities.P (4mks) 

(c) Theleadershipofunderdevelopedcountriesinsensitivitytopeople’spressing 

needsissatinzed.PTheleadersconcentrateonbeingonexpensiveflightsand 

dressinginimportedgarmentswhilethepeoplearehungry.P 

“Butsir,..../Butyoursuitisbeautiful/honestly.”P 

Theleadersonlyconcentrateonwhatbenefitsthemattheexpenseofthe 

countrymen;theyriskdeathbecauseofextravagantleaders.P (4mks) 

(d) Sarcastic/Satirical/Bitter.P 

Thetuneisusedtobringoutsatireontheleaders/ironyoftheleader’slifesas 

opposedtotheirsubjects.P 

Bitternessbringsouttheinsensitivityoftheleaderstotheplights/problemsofthe 

commonpeople.P (3mks) 

(e) -Theaidhe/sheissupposedtogetwouldhavbeenmisusedorembezzled byleaders.P 

“Hasdeniedmeafortune” 

-Thecountrymenarelikelytodieofstarvation.P 

“Andmycountrymen,life.” 

-Donorsfellthattheborrowerisextravagant.P 

 “InaParisianTextile.” (3mks) 

(f) i)Heboardedabigplanethatcruisedattopspeed.P 

ii)Thoughexpensivelydressed,he/shefeelsuncomfortableaboutbeing 

extravagantwhilethecountrymensuffer.P iii) 

Theyentirelydependonnaturefortheirexistence.P 

17.Whitechildmeetsblackman 

(a) Ameetingbetweenablackmanandayoungwhitegirl.√1mk 

Theyounggirlhasprobablynotseenablackmanbefore√1mkandsheisamazed. 

√1mk 

Itexposestheignorancethatexistsbetweenraces.√1mk 

Themanallowsthechildtoexaminehim/themotherdragsthegirlawaybeforeshe 

fullysatisfieshercuriosity.√1mk 

(any3x1=3mks) 

(b) Herreactionmakeshimfeelasifshedidnotconsiderhimahumanbeing.√1mk 
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Illustration: 

“Nofurnoscalesnofeathers”√1mk 

Heisfriendly/understanding.√1mk Illustration: 

“Iturnedwithhello”√1mk 

“HelloIsmiledagainandwatched”√1mk 

Hedoesnotcondemnher√1mk/Heacceptsgirl’sreactionasinnocentcuriosity. 

Illustration 

“Justalifesilhouette”/“AsIwatchedthembirdsweresinging”√1mk 

(Award2marksforthereactionofthewhiteand2marksforhowthepersonafelt) (4mks) 

(c) Bothare: 

Shocked–Themotherishorrifiedbutthegirl’seyesgetwiderbutnotherlips. 

Thegirlisgenuine/sincere/innocentwhilethemotherisprejudiced/ 

discriminative/contemptuous/hostile. 

Illustration: 

Thegirl,“ishistummyblack?” 

Themotherishorrified“graspedherhandandswungtowardsthecrowd.” 

(3markscomparisonand3markscontrast) 

(d) Similes√1mk–“Ilikeagiraffeandsheamouse.” 

Showsenormouscontrastinsizebetweenthepersonaandthegirl. 

“Shestoodaslovelyaslight.” 

Showshowmuchthepersonawasimpressedbyhersincereinnocentcuriosity. 

Metaphor√1mk–Justasasilhouette,wildandstrangeandcompulsive. 

Tothepersona,thechildwascompletelyincapableofbecomingreconciledtothe 

factthatthiswasahumanbeing.Metaphorportraysmentalconflict.√1mk 

Hyperbole√1mk–“Nofur,noscalesnofeathers..” 

Deliberateexaggerationtoshowtheimmensityofthechild’sdilemma,she’snever 

seensuchananimalorabird.√1mk (Any1identifiedtraitandillustration =2x2=4mks) (e) That: 

Lifemustgoondespitetheracialdifferences/racialprejudices.√1mk 

Natureisnotaman.√1mk 

Naturestaysinharmonywhileman,withabilitytoreason,behavessenselessly. 

√1mk 

18.TheTwist 

a) Ayoungmangoesoutforadanceinatownatnight√1.Hemeetsmanygirls 

ofdifferenttypesandwinsoneforthetwistdance√1.Headmiresthegirl’sdance 

movesanddesiresher√1. 

https://ecolebooks.com/
https://ecolebooks.com/
https://ecolebooks.com/
https://ecolebooks.com


Ecolebooks.com   
 
 

DOWNLOAD MORE RESOURCES LIKE THIS ON ECOLEBOOKS.COM 

 

b) i)Senseofsight-“likethis”–seensittingdown. (1mark) 

ii)Senseoffeeling–“feelyourbellytwist” 

iii)Senseofhearing-“jukeboxhiss” 

iv)Senseoftouch-“trytoholdher” Any3x1=3marks(id½ illustration½) 

c) Themes. 

-socialinteraction-personameetsagirlandbefriendsher. 

-peopleinteractinginthetwistdance. 

-Twistdance/dance–thereisatwistdanceonintheshantytown.(Any 1 theme-

id1mk,illustration1mk) 

d) Attitude- admiration/adoration-“reallydidthetwist”seethebellytwist 

- thepersonaisattracted bytheappearanceanddancing 

prowessofthegirls. 

(Any1,id1mk,illustration1mk) 

e) Rhyme-down under miss twist 

 Town thunder hiss wrist 

Repetition-…likethis,twist 

Onomatopoeia–hiss,thunder. 

Alliteration–black…brown 

Assonance-hunger…thunder 

(Anythree,id1mk,illustration1mk) 

f) -Hefoundagirl√1 

-Managedtodancewithher√1 

g) i)Agirlwhowasneitherbrownnorblack(1mark) 

ii)Listentothelaststrainsofthemusicandstillcraveformore(1mark) (Total2marks) 

19.DEATHOFMYFATHER 

a) Thepersonaisachild(1mk).‘Myfather’sdeadlifestilllivesme.’ (1mk) 

b) Thepoemtalksabouttheabjectpovertyinwhichthepersona’sfamilylivesunder 

(1mk)./Thestruggleforsurvivalbytheparentswhichishereditary(1mk).‘Iammy 

father,myson’.However,thepersonaisoptimisticthatthroughhim,hisfather’s 

dreamsandaspirationswillbefulfilled(1mk).‘Iwillawakenhissleepyhopesand yearnings’. 

(1mk) 

(2mksfortheexplanationand1mkfortheillustration) (3marks). 
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c) Sarcastic,scornful,smile(1mk)-itbringsouthisfather’ssuffering./showsthe 

persona’ssarcasmonhisfather’sstate(1mk). 

Squattedinasicklymudhouse(1mk)-itemphasizestheabjectpovertyinwhichthe 

persona’sfamilylivedunder(1mk).Thestudentmustidentifythealliterationtoscore (2marks) 

d) Irony.‘Hebuiltcolonialmansionsbutsquattedinasicklymudhouse.’Itshows 

thepovertyinwhichthepersona’sfatherlived. 

Metaphor.‘Sand-paperhands.’Itisasignofthetoughlifethepersona’sfatherhas 

gonethrough./Thestruggleshehasgonethrough. 

Repetition.‘Ididnotmournforhim.’Itemphasizesthepersona’soptimism. 

Sarcasm.‘Hissweatwashisointmentandperfume.’Showsthehardmanualwork thelatefatherdid. 

Contrast.‘Hebuiltcolonialmansionsbutsquattedinasicklymudhouse.’’Itshows 

thepovertyinwhichthepersona’sfatherlived. 

(Acceptanyotherrelevantstyle;Identification+illustration1mk,comment1mk) 

(4marks) 

e) Hewantstofulfillhisfather’sdreamsoffreedomandhappiness(2mks).‘His 

dreamsoffreedomandhappinesshadbecomemysong(1mk).’/Heishopefulor 

optimisticthathewillawakenhisfather’shopesanddreams(2mks).‘Iwillawaken 

hissleepyhopesandyearnings’(1mk) (3marks) 

f) Acarpenter.‘Hefashioneddiningtables,chairs,wardrobes’/‘Thehammer,the 

sawandtheplanewerehistools’(1mark) 

g) i)Theroughhandswereasign/testimonyofthetoughlife/sufferingthe 

persona’sfatherhadgonethroughduetopoverty. ii)Helooksolderthanheactuallywas. 

iii) Hewillfulfillhisfather’splansorwishesorambitions. 

h) Sarcastic.‘Hebuiltcolonialmansionsbutsquattedinasicklymudhouse.’ (2mks) 

Disdainful,thepersonaisextremelycontemptuousofthekindoflifethefatherlived. 

‘withhischildrenhuddled…. 

20.TheGourdofFriendship. 

a) Thepoemisabouthowhumanbeings√1havemademanydiscoveries√1yet 

theyhavenotdiscoveredawaytomakefriendshipwiththeirfriendswork√1by 

 findingoutwhattheylike√1 3mks 

b) Theyhelpusseehowwehavelostcuriosityasaresultofdiscoveries(line1) 

Theyalsohelpusseehowmassmediaandcommunicationhavemadeuslose 

communicationandknowledge(line3-4)Theotheronechallengesustoknowhow 
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wecangetthewaytotheheartsofourbrotherstoknowwhattheylikeandthus 

continueinfriendship(line11) 

(identificationeffect√½√½) 3mks 

c) Thetoneofthepoemisaconcernedtone,asatiricalone/criticaltoneinthatwe 
havelostcommunicationinmassmediaandlostcuriosityindiscovery 
(identification2mks,Illustration1mk) 3mks 

d) i)Satire√1-wearemockedforlosingcuriosityinourneighboursandbrothers 

thoughwearemakingdiscoveriesinotherareas√ 

ii) Paradox√-youneverknowyouraspirationuntilyouhaveseenothers disillusionment√1 4mks 

e) i) Thepersonaisworriedaboutfailuretohaveurgetoinventwhatpleasesour 

brothersandneighbours√2 2mks 

ii)Noefforthasbeenmadetofindawaytothebrother’sorneighbour’sheart 

2mks 

f) Thepersonathinksrelationshipshavesufferedsincepeoplearenotwillingto 

discoverwhatpleasestheirbrothersorfriends√1 

2mks 

Thetitleisappropriatesincethepersonatriestowonderinthepoemwhathasaffected 

friendshipsandhowtheycanbecontainedascontentiscontainedinagourd√1 

21.ThemeforEnglishB 

(a) blackmaninAmerica/African-Americanstudent-“Iamtheonlycoloured 

studentin(nomarkwithoutillustration) 

(b) racism-heisdiscriminatedbasedonskincoloureducation-African-Americans 

acquireeducationbutinanindiscriminatelymanner 

(c) somber,solemn,serious-theblackstudentisinaclassdominatedbywhite 

students‘'sometimesperhapsyoudon’twanttobepartofme.” 

(d) wantstoprovethatheisjustlikeothers,hiscolournotwithstanding. 

(e) Contemplative/introspective-thepersonaisexaminingthedifficultissuesheis undergoing. 

(f) “Harlem,Ihearyou.” 

(g) Similarities-botharehumanandhavesameneeds. 
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Differences-theyarefromdifferentraces(blackandwhite) 

Note:thereshouldbeclearindicationofsimilaritiesanddifferences (h) 

anuneasyone/notclosetooneanother. 

Thereismutualrespect/tolerancebecausetheyarereallypartofeachother. (i) 

isitreallythatsimple? 

(nomarkifquestionmarkismissing) 

Neitheryounor1wanttobepartofeachother. 

(nomarkifthetwopronounsi.e.youandIareinterchanged) 

22.THEWARLORD 

(a) Thepoemtalksaboutanarmythatisapproachingavillageandthethingsthat 

aredonebythearmy–cutting,thrushing,slashingetc.Thereactionofthepeople 

isthatofsubservience,fortheyarebarren,bleak,blackened,shattered,sterile,and stricken. 

(b) Thepoetiscontemptuoustowardsthewarlord.Thewarlord’sactionsare 

condescendingandthepoetdoesn’tadmirewhattheydo. 

(c) Theseparatedwordsrevealthekneejerkdecisionsmadethataimatdestruction 

e.g.cut,thrust,plungeetc.theymimickthedestructionmetedonthepeoplebythe 

membersofthewarlord’sarmy. 

(d) Asthewarlordstrivestoconcur,hedestroyswhathe/shedesirestoconcur. 

Thepraiseshegetsareasaresultofcoercionthatiswhyitis‘shrill.’ 

(e) (i) Gloryawaitsthewarlord–withregalgloryandglistering epaulettes. 

(ii) Throughthewarlordisoverjoyedbyallthe“success”thepeopleconcurred 

areunhappytheirvoicesaresharperandsharper. 

Metaphor-‘Amaggotriddledremnantofaoncesereneworld.’ 

Effectsofwar 

Thecitizensgroanundertheatrocitiescommittedbythewarlordandhis/herarmy– 

Theplunder,rape,castration,torture,killingetchavedevastatingeffectsonthe citizens. 

23.ATAXDRIVERONDEATHBED.(ByTimothyWangusa) 

a)Itisaboutataxidriverwhopredictshisdeathduetocarelessdriving.(3mks) 

b)Aresigned/pessimisticattitude-Thetaxidrivepredictsthathisdeathwillbe 

causedbyanaccident andheacceptsit.(2mks) 

c)Thepersonaisataxidriver.Thetitle(2mks) 
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d)Thetaxdriverpredictsthathisdeathwillresultfromaroadaccidentyetheisstill doingthejob. 

(ironymustbebroughtoutclearly) 

e)Alliteration. -‘Thatinsilenceseemstosimmerandstrain.(1mk) 

Itenhancerhythm/musicallymakingthepoemmemorableandinteresting.(1mk) Metaphor-

Metallicmonster-torefertothetaxiasamonstertoshowthatthetaxi 

willleadtohisdeathjustasamonstereatsitsprey. 

f)Tomeanthatthewillbepartofthestatisticsofthosewhohaveperishedthrough roadaccident.(2mks) 

g)Aroadaccidentthroughoverspeeding.(1mk) 

Attempttheforbiddenlimits.(1mk) 

h)Anyrelevant/appropriatetitle.(1mk) 24.YourCigaretteBurnttheSavannahGrass. 

(i)Thepersonaappealsforthreethings. 

Sight-“colourmeltsatyourstare” 

Touch-touchinheart 

 Hearing-“listentotheboilingpot” (3mks) 

(ii)Thesubjectmatterofthepoem. 

-Thepersonamakinganinvitationtohisfoe/adversary. 

-Accuseshimforbeingthecauseofdiscomforthe’sexperiencing. 

-Personaisoffendedbytheadversaryandsuffering-inpain.(e.gcolourmelts 

yourtaste) (3mks) 

(iii)Aspectsofstyle. 

(a) Rhetoricalquestion-“Whatdoyouhear”? 

-Provocabletoreaders’/audiencefeeling. 

(b) Personification -‘touchitsheart’-theboilingpotispersonifiedto haveaheart. 

(c) Imagery -metaphor‘boilingpot’ (6mks) 

(iv) (a)Thepersonacalls/inviteshisadversarytocomeandexperiencethe 

trouble/discomfortthathehascaused. 

(b)Itimpliesanincitementthathasresultedtobetrayalofhisdisappearing 

conscience. (4mks) 

(v)Desperate/hopelessness/disillusion(mood)-“Theearthatthetouchofyour fingerscracked” 

 thescorpionbitmeandIcried.” (2mks) 

(vi)Attitude 

-Dislike/disdainful/unforgiving. 

-Thepersonafeelsbetrayedhisadversary. 

25.THEVILLAGEWELL 
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(i)Thepersonaisamalelover–hesays,‘Bythiswell----Ifirstnoticedher’ 

(ii)Thesignificantofthewelltothepersona. 

- Obtainedfreshwaterfromitwhenhewasyoung. 

- Hemethisbelovedbythewell. 

- Hehasfondmemoriesforit“-----memorieslinger” 

- Heusedthewatertocleanhimself–wheremanyaneveningitscleanwater cleanedme. 

(iii)Imagery-Personification 

• Thesilentmoonwitnessed 

• Stillwatersstillquietlywhispers 

(iv)(a)DreadedhauntofthelonghairedMusambwa–meansthepersonaisbeing 

hauntedbythefondmemoriesofhislover(Musambwa)whoisnowdead. 

(b) Isawherinthecoolofared,redevening–meanshesawherintheevening whenthesunwassetting. 

(c) Itisdarkbythewellthatstillwhispers–meansthatthereisnohopeandthat 

nothingisinterestingbythewellnowthatsheisnolongerthere. 

(v)Themoodinthefirstsixstanzasisnostalgicbecauseofthefondmemoriesofthe 

goodtimeshehadwithhislovedone.However,inthelasttwostanzas,themood 

issadbecausehisbelovedisdeadandwhatremainsaresadmemories. 

(vi)Thepersona’sattitudetowardsdeathisdisgusting–ofdampdeath,therotting foliagereeks. 

26.OldandNew 

(a) Thepoemisaboutawomanthathadbeenmarriedbutnowdivorced1 

Shemeetsamanwhohadbeenherhusband1andenquireshowthemanis fairingwithhisnew 

wife1inresponseherformerhusbandconcludesthatthere’snotmuchto 

admireinthenewwife 

 astherewasintheold1 (any3x1=3marks) 

(b) Withillustrationsidentifyonesimilarityanddifferenceinthetwowives. (4marks) 

(i) Botharebeautiful1inbeautyoffacethere’snotmuchtochoose1 

(ii) Theoldwifewasmorehardworkingthanthenewone1Thenewwifecanonly doaninchaday 

ofsilkembroiderybuttheoldonewoulddomorethanfivefeet1 

(Acceptanyplausibledifferences) 

(c) (i)Repetition1eg.Husband,she,mynewwifeetc1 creates rhythm/memorability/ 

musicality1(anyofthethreeeffects1mk) 

(ii) Alliteration1 went…….Wildherbs1 mountain……met cannot……could 
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Createsrhythm/memorability/musically 

(iii) Assonance1will…….wilty1 

(iv) Consonance1 down……..mountain 

Createsrhythm/memorability/musically1 (Identificationand illustrationtoscore) 

(d) Hispresentwifemaybemoreeducated/learnedbuthedoesn’tfindherpleasant 

orattractiveinhertalk/shedoesn’tinteresthimwithherdiscussion2 

(e)-Divorceandremarriageareallowed 

……Herformerhusband 

……Mynewwife1 

-Womenkneeldownbeforemenasasignofrespect…..’Shekneltdown…..1 

-Women’sdutiesinvolvecollectingherbs,sewingandembroidery1 

(f) Ironical1…..thenewwillnotcomparewiththeold.1 

27.THATOTHERLIFE 

a) Thedayof“finalunion”remindsofjoy/peace/pleasureandcarethey 

promisedeachother. 

(Anythree=1mkeach) 

b)Thepersonahasfaintmemoriesofjoyfulmoments/whentheyfeltlikeone/ 

whentheysaweachother’simageeverywhere/andlovedeachotherlikelittle children. 

c)Thepersonaisregretful(1mk)hefeelsthatthey’venotliveduntothepromises 

theymadetoeachother. (1mk) 

d) i) Thepersonaandpartnerfelthappyinspiteofhappinessorsorrow(1 mk)forboth 
hadonehopeinlife,tobehappyandunitedinpurpose. (1mk) 

(ii) Theywereinnocentabouttheirfeelingstowardsmakingeachotherfeel 

 loved/flattered. (2mks) 

iii)Thepersonahopedforalifeofprosperity.(1mk)loaningmoney/ 

 farms/cows. (3mks) 

(e) Repetition–‘Ihaveonlyfaintmemories’ 

Therepetitionemphasizesthepersona’sfeelingsof 

regret. 

Simile –‘Wepraised...likelittlechildreninlove’–bringsoutthesense 

 ofdeeplovetheyhadforeach (1mk) 

f)Themoodofthepoemisnostalgic(1mk)andregretful 

(1mk) 

28.Mygrandmother byElizabethJennings 
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a)Thepersonaisagrandchild√“Mygrandmother”√ 

b)-Stanza1:describershergrandmother√ 

-Stanza2:describestheincidencewhichcourseguilt√ 

-Stanza3:showshergrandmotherinretirement√ 

-Stanza3:afterhergrandmotherhasdied,thepoetreflectonhergrandmother’slife 

andherownmemories√ 

c)Imagesusedinclude: 

-Simile-likeantiqueobjects√,toshowpersona’sobjectiontothewayhewastreated 

bythegrandmother√ 

-Metaphor-Thesmellsofabsences√;theplacesmeltold√ 

d)Thepersonafeelsindifferent√towardshisgrandmother.“andwhenshediedIfelt nogriefatall”√ 

e)Toooldtolookaftertheshop -Symbolicofherdeathandabsence√ 

f)Thepersonausesaregretfultone.√Hesaid“Istillcouldfeeltheguilt 

Ofthatrefusal,guessinghowshefelt’’√ 

g)Itmeansthatthegrandmotherwasattachedtothethingsshehadbut shedidn’t 
reallyusethem.√Theydidnothaveanyvaluetoherapartfrombeingattachedto them.√ 

h)Thepersonafeelsguiltforhavingfailedtoaccompanyhis/hergrandmotherout 

√becausehe/shedidn’twanttobeusedasoneoftheantiqueitem.√ 

29.RidingChineseMachines 

(a) Thepoemisabouthowthenaturalhabitathasbeeninvadedby 

developmentbytheChinese.Buildingsandroadshavemadethenatural 

 habitattogiveway. (3mks) 

(b) He/shehatesthebeasts–he/shesaysthattheycrankand creakandgroan. 

(c) Alliteration–crankandcreak. 

Personification–buriedmarvelrumbles. 

(d) Thedevelopmenttalkedaboutisdestructive–intheprocess 

towersandroads,theenvironmentisdestroyed. 

(3mks) 

(e) (i)Themachinesaredrivenbythelocals–Africans. 

(2mks) 

(ii)Thewildlife’shabitatisdestroyedbythenewdevelopment. 

(2mks) 

(f) Environmentaldegradation–Thenaturalhabitatisclearedto 

pavewayforthenewroadsandbuildings. 

Neo-colonialism–thesearenewmasterswhohavethelocalsassubjects. 

 (anyonetheme 2mks) 
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(g) Thetitleisironic–itportrayswhateverisgoingoninthetextas 

enjoyableyetthedestructionisnegative.Thereisnoenjoyabledestruction. 

(2mks) 30. 

Sympathy 

a) 

Thepoemisaboutabirdthatiscaged.Itisconfinedanddeniedfreedom.Itcannot 

enjoytheordinarypleasureofnature–thesunshine,thebreezeandtheperfume fromflowers. 

Thebirdstrugglestoliberateitselfbuthurtsitselfintheprocess(any3points x1)3mrks b) 

1ststanza–alienation–thebirdisalienatedfromallthatisnaturalanddesirable, 

feelingsofnostalgiafordayswhenhe/sheenjoyedfreedom. 

2rdstanza–freedomdescribesattemptsbythebirdtoescape.Thestruggleis 

painful,effortstoescapearemetwithbrutality. 

3rdstanza–Prayer-focusesonprayer.Othermeanshavenotyieldedresults.The 

birdappealsforinterventionfromothersourcesperhapsasuperiorforcewill liberateit. 

(6mrks)(2perstanza) (3x2) c) 

Sympathetic – Sympathieswiththecagedbird 

Alasexpressespity,graphicdescriptionofthebirds 

feelingelicitspityfromthe reader Empathetic-

Hekeepssaying“Iknowwhatcagedbirdsputhimself 

 /herselfin theshoesofthebird 

Hopeful–Onedaythecagedbirdwillexperiencefreedom(any2x2)=4mrks 

(Identificationswithoutillustrationnomark) 

d) 

Hehimself/herselfhadsufferedatthehandofthecrueloppressors‘denied 

freedom,tortured.Hemayhavealsosufferedphysical&psychologicalinjury.He 

condemnsthosewhoconspiretosubjectotherstoalifeofslaveryandmiserye.g. 

Detention,Imprisonmentandconfinement 

(3mrks) e) 

“Theriverflowslikeastreamofglasses”Showswhatthebirdyearnsforbutcant 

have.Riverrepresentsalifeoffreedom,standsfornaturalbeautythatthecaged birdisdenied. 

f 

i)Meansthattheflowersproduceasweetsmellthatgivesmuchjoybutthe 

cagedbirdcantaccesssuchluxury. 

Otherbirdsoutthereenjoytheperfume(1mrks) 

g)Thecagedbird 
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prayerforthefreedom(1mrk) 

(anyotherrelevant–award) 

31.Famine 

(a)Thepoemisaboutanencounterbetweentwoneighboursduringfamine.Oneof themhas 

foodthathestubbornlyrefusestosharewithhishungry‘brother’. 

(b)Theneighbourhopesthatbybeingpersistent,theowneroftheyamwillrelent andgivehim 

some.Althoughtheownerdenieseverything,theneighbourshowshimhe 

knowsthathe(theowner)isrefusingtoownupthetruthwhenitissoobvious. 

Theneighbouralsohopestoprickhis“friend’s”conscience.Hehopesthatguilt 

willforcetheowneroftheyamtosharetheyam. 

(c)Theowneroftheyamis:- 

(i)Mean/selfish-inspiteoftheeffortstheneighbourmakes,herefusesto sharehis food. 

(ii)Innovative/schemer/creative-Heformulatesquickanswerstocounteract whathis

 neighboursays. 

(d)Theideophoneswordsare“kerekere”and“bi”. 

(e)Theneighbourisveryobservantbecausehenoticesthingslikefireand associateitwiththe 

mealtheownerwantstoprepare.Healsonoticesthe owner’s“skin”is“allwhite”ofcourse 

thewhitenessisfromtheyampeelings. 

Theowneroftheyamrefuteseverything.Buttheownerisnotfooled. 

(f)Bitter,dismissive-Therecannotbepeace... 

(g)Thestatement“Peacebewithyou”isironicbecausetheneighbourisprobably 

beingsarcastic.Hecannotbewishingsomebodywhohasdeniedhimfood 

peace.Hehasmadetheowneroftheyamguilty.Apersonwithaguilty 

conscienceisunlikelytohavepeace. 

(h)Welearnthatweshouldsharewhatwehavewiththeneedy.Whenwedon’t,we 

cannothavepeacewithourselvesorothers. 

32.BUILDINGTHENATION 

a)2voicesinthepoem 

i)ThedriverwhodrivesthePstotheluncheon. 

“Idroveapermanentsecretary.” ii)ThePs“Iattendedtomattersofstate.” 

NB.Mustidentifyandillustratetoscore2mks 

Nomarkforidentificationalone 

b)Thepoemisaboutadriverwhodrivesapermanentsecretarytoanimportant 

function”which turnsouttobealuncheonwheredifferentmealsareserved,but 

thedriverisnotgivenanyhencehegoeshome hungrywhilethePsisoverfed 
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c)Poeticdevices 

i)Ryme-Nation/function,friend/ahead,grain,againe.t.c 

Effectiveness-Enhancesrhythm 

ii)Alliteration-ColdBellbeer................... 

coffeetokeepthePs.................. 

Effectiveness-musically/rhythm iii)Repetition-buildingthenation 

Effectiveness-Enhancesrhythm/musicallity 

Anyotherrelevantanswer 

NB:Identify,illustrateandgiveeffectivenessinordertoscore(3mks) 

d)Toneissatirical/sarcastic-Thewriterscornsthedutiesperformedbythe 

Psintheguiseofbuildingthenation.ThePsonlygoestoluncheonstoeatyet claimstobebuildingthe 

nation. 

e) Contemptous/spiteful/condescending.ThePsreferstohisdriveras 

“Mwananchi” 

f) Rhymescheme abcbd 

Irregularonecannotpredictthenextpattern 

h) didn’the? 

i) Thepermanentsecretarywasdrivenback.(byme) 

33.Oralpoetry 

a) Warsong-weshallkillhackandcure 

b)Toencouragethewarriorsastheypreparetoleaveforwar 

Topraisethewarriorsastheygotowartheuniformedmachines 

Usedtointimidatetheenemy-repetitionofblood 

c) Repetition-bloodironandtrumpets 

Directaddress-singersofthedatsunblue,forwardwedrivebreakingrecords 

Directtranslation-letthebulletsfindtheirtargets 

d)War-letthedogsofwarrejoice 

victory-forwardwedrivebreakingrecords 

e) socialactivity:goingtowar-‘dogsofwar’ 

Economicactivity:blacksmithing-thementionofiron 

f) Warriorspreparingforwarasitisbeingsandtoinspireandencouragethem 

g)Thestatementmeansthatthearmywhichisasefficientasamachineis around 

h) Moodistensed/ofanxiety-onlythroughfire 

34.SECONDOLYMPUS 

a)Colonialists.√“……withhalfdigestedalienthought”√“……theyhurleddown 

thunderboltsonatoilingraceofearthworms.”1x2 
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b)Bitterness;thepoettalkswithironyandsarcasmtoshowhiscontempt.√1x2 

“…..strangeprejudiceforgods.”√ 

“…..selfproclaimeddemi-gods.”√ “…..martyrs andmenoofhighideals.”√ “……benevorent 
despotstoanunwillingrace.” Any1x1mark 

c)Thealiensdestroyed√everythingthatwasnotimportanttotrhem.√Andputuptheir own 

things.√Theydestroyedculturesandtraditionsandintroducedtheirs.1x3 

d)ItreferredtoAfrican√slaveswhoworkedveryhardontheirlands√andsoil.They 

workedonthesoilfortoolonglikeearthworms.√1x3 

i)Metaphor“wormswerebecomingpests.”Toemphasizethefactthough√the 

Africanswereminorcomparedtothewhites,theycauseddestructionandresisted thecolonialrule. 

ii)Irony√“….strangeprejudiceforgood”toshowthecolonialists’hypocrisy√ 

iii)Sarcasm√”….selfproclaimeddemi-gods”tolaugh√attheirproclaimedsuperiority’ 

e)Thedisrespects√forgods.Thewhitehaveproclaimedthemselvesgods.1x2 

f)Sarcastictone.√“strangeprejudiceforgods”1x1 

35.Advisetomyson 

a)Aparent√1-says‘butson.’√1 

b)–motoraccidents√1-alludetowindshield√1(belongstoacar) 

-war√1–burstingshell√1(afterexplosionofbombs) 

c)Heaven-good/positiveexperiencesinlife hellhorriblethingswemayencounter. 

d)Spinach√½ turnips½desert√½ tomatoes√½squash√½andbread√½- 

 necessities Peony√½nectar√½wine√½androse√½-luxuries 

e)Headvisesthesonononehandtoliveeachdaytothefullestasifwerehislastand 

ontheotherhandheadviseshimtoplanforfuture. 

f)Don’tbedeceivedbytheappearances,lateronthiongscouldchange.Knowher 

(prettygirl)backgroundbeforemarryingher. 

g)Whatthestomachcravesisstrongersustenance 

h)Last-endure/stayforlongtime pastor 

 previously fast-toforgofood 

tomovequickly 
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i)Thesonisadvisedtohavefun/luxuriouslife 
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